Ne 


I Hz 1s FOUND ar LAST. 


VOL. I. 


47 


„ 


% . 
G « 


— «© ww * 


- 

© & 
2 1 

SS «© » 


"OE 


8 


** — 
* 
2 4 


ee 
4 4 * go # - 


— 


* 


wo ww + of 


. 
A. is 


. . 
. 1 
3 * 


9 
” 


ol 


* 4 4 
> 42 K „ 


Ss «4 
— 


z «a* PP 
ern 


* 1 . # w 
„ „% „ 628 


- „ 


Wu 
dS dS AC 


D 125 ö 


*. ff. s\ 


* 
—— 
» 4 


5. 


1 


I 


Hz 1s FOUNDarLAST: 


OR, 
nn en 


| OF rn 
BEVERLEY FAMILY 


— 6 — 


Ian TWO VOLUMES. 


VOL 4 


LONDON: 


Printed for F. and . NoBLE, at their refpeQive 


Circulating Libraries, in He{bern, and St, Mar- 
tin's Court, near Teiceſter- Fields, 
M.DCC, LXXV, | 


3 


6ꝗꝙ—tEññ m 


8883 


, A 
tk, * 
— — 
123 
883 
E234 * % 
* 
— - 


2 „ — 


— — W : 
5 * Ls : 
* * A, 
* « 0 a 1 * 
1 2 1 9 


— 29 9 


z 


l 


Dede 
co 9 Pp 5 


$$++$$:+$:+$++$+4++4 44 


2 * 
* 


5. 


He 1s FOUND ar LAST. 


Ss 


LETTER I. 
Lord. GRANVILLE to CHARLES, 
STANLEY, Eſq. 


8 T length, Stanley, I am 


* A 8 fairly caught, and am- 
& bition muſt for a while 
give place to love. My 


fate is finally determined, or rather 


my choice; ſince the blooming 
er. 1. 353 


2 


IF 
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Caroline Rochford can alone pro- 
nounce that with certainty. On 
her, however, it ſolely depends. 
If ſhe ſmiles propitious to my ſuit, 
my friends ſhall no longer accuſe 
me of inſenſibility and a diſregard 
to poſterity. My name ſhall be 
handed down to them with all be- 
coming ſolemnity, provided this 
charmer will aſſiſt me in the taſk ; 
if not, I will even make another 
campaign, in order to drive her 
dear image from my breaſt, and 
take ſome future opportunity to 
| ſettle that grand buſineſs. I ſaw - 
her, for the firſt time, laſt week, 
at a ball given by Lord Sommer- 
* ville in honour of his ſon's birth- 
day, who was then of age. Miſs 
Rochford, by the firſt glance of 
18 Wy — 1 
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her ſparkling eyes, ſhot me dead 
upon the ſpot. I gave myſelf up 
as a loſt man from that moment, 
without hopes of recovery. Long, 
long before the evening was at an 
end, I found all hopes of my li- 
berty at an end: my chains were 
riveted for life; nor did I find the 
ſmalleſt reluctance to continue her 
ſlave. Nay, it is now my boaſt, 
my glory, and the joy of my heart. 
I inſtantly diſcloſed to Sir William 
what I fancy he, as well as every 
other perſon preſent, ſaw as clearly 
as myſelf: for I am the worſt hy- 
pocrite in life, ſuppoſing I had 
thought it neceſſary to conceal the 
havock ſhe had made in my breaſt ; 
but this, I ſay, was not the ca 
I glory in my bondage ; nor would 

B 2 I be 
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I be free for empires. Rochford, 
who is as fine a fellow as lives, was 
pleaſed to ſay, I not only did him 
honour, but gave him infinite plea- 
ſure; and that 1 might depend 
upon his good offices in the buſi- 
neſs. Thus far all goes on ſwim- 
mingly ; but, to tell you the truth, 
I have a few lover-like apprehen- 
ons, leſt my charmer ſhould 
chance to behold me with leſs par- 
tiality than her brother. But theſe 
kind of fears, I imagine, are inſe- 
parable from that tender paſſion. 
I think I have been told fo by 
ſome of thoſe who have, like me, 
been brought into this ſcrape. I 
know you, Charles, are not of that 
number. Your heart, I take it, 
is invulnerable ; ſince it has, for a 
2 - pretty 


al. 
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pretty decent term of years, ſtood 
the ſiege of many a fair face, yet. 
remains unſubdued. But take care, 
my good friend : till I beheld the 
divine Caroline, I believed my for- 
tifications as ſtrong and as well 
guarded as you have long declared. 
yours to be. Yet behold the event ; 
they are all in one ſoft moment 


laid level with the earth. Take 


my word for it, yours will, one 
day or other, ſhare the ſame fate. 
Perhaps you may fancy I mean 
theſe reflections as a kind of con- 
ſolation to myſelf, a kind of apo- 


' logy for being guilty of what you 


are pleaſed to ſtyle a folly, an un- 
manly weakneſs, and fo forth. 
Tout au contraire, je vous aſſure mon 
ami, I do not require any ſuch. 

B 3 Nay, 
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Nay, farther, I declare I glory in 
my ſtate of captivity, and would 
this very moment march as boldly 
up to the altar with the fair Roch- 
ford, as I would to face the ene- 
my; and I truſt you believe I 
{ſhould not be backward to do that. 
This day I am agam to meet her 
at Lady Langton's rout. Cards 
are my averſion. It is impoſſible 
the can ſubmit to ſo triflmg an 
amuſement. I know, by her ani- 
mated looks, her expreſſive, charm- 
ing eyes, ſhe has too much wit, 
too much vivacity, to give up her 
time to ſuch inſipidity. I truſt 
then we ſhall employ our moments 
there to better purpoſe. We will 
talk of love : an inexhauſtible ſub- 


jet, where the heart is ſincerely 
inter- 
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intereſted. I can anſwer for one: 
would to heaven I could do as 
much for the other | A few ſhort 
hours yet they ought, to a lover 
like me, to appear ages. They do, 
Charles, they do; but I am not 
yet perfect in the lover's dialect— 
This evening, I ſay, ſhall put an 
end to all my torturing doubts. I 
have no idea of unneceſſary de- 
lays. | To what purpoſe? Were I 
to wait till this day twelvemonth, by 
way of being exceedingly cautious, 
prudent, and all that, my heart 
aſſures me I could not love her 
with more fervour than I do at this 
moment, though I have. known 
her but a week, 
Yours, 
GRANVILLE. 


B 4 LE T- 
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CET TER A. 
Miſs CAROLIN E Rochrokp to 
Miſs HARRIOT BENSON 


IVE me joy, Harriot. Take 
up your pen this moment, 


and let me have a packet of eloquent 


congratulations on this wonderful 
event; an event, child, that will 
fill many a female heart with ſuch 
delightful envy, that I die to have 
it publiſhed, with all poſſible ſpeed, 
from one corner of the carth to the 
other. You know I ever delight- 
ed in a little harmleſs miſchief : 


yet is it ſo very, very harmleſs, 


thus to run away with the heart 


of the fineſt how that has ap- 


peared 


HE 1s Found AT LAST. 9 


peared amongſt us for ages? This 
is the caſe, my dear, however, be 
it what it may. 

I was decorated but what of 
decorations? How humble that 
thought ! What a folly to conceive 
that beauty like mine required the 
aid of dreſs to render it irreſiſtible ! 
Dreſſed I was, however, in a ſuit 
that cauſed no ſmall ſpeculation 
amongſt the other belles of the 


party, in order to celebrate the 


—— 


birth-day of young Sommerville. 


An immenſe. crowd of company, a 


ball, an entertainment fit for an 


Emperor. Lord Granville, of 
whom I had. a. thouſand. times 
heard my. brother ſpeak. in the 
higheſt. terms, and who is juſt now 
returned from his regiment, which 

B 5 19 
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15 in America, was there. A figure 
like his could not eſcape my no- 
tice. I was juſt going to aſk Lady 
Sommerville who, and what he 
was; when my brother, leading 
him to me, introduced him as his 
deareſt friend. Really! thought 

I. Why then, my good brother, 
I find it will 'run in the family to 
look upon him in that light: this 
firſt view has at once ſecured him 
my eſteem and friendſhip, if no- 
thing more. Well, my dear, he 
| danced with me, chatted with me, 
| and in fine convinced every ſoul 
preſent, that my charms had ſub- 
dued the hero, who had fo oft re- 
turned unhurt from the perils and 

dangers of war. Every creature 
declared he was now mortally 
wounded, 


* 3 1 8 
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wounded. J, you may believe, was 
all amazement at ſo ſtrange an 
idea ; quite innocent of the crime 
laid to my charge. It was really a 
cruel one ; as I poſitively, my 
dear, had not a thought of that 
wicked nature : yet the very man 
himſelf did not ſcruple uttering 
ſome inſinuations of the ſame 
kind ; and, if I may judge by two 
or three expreſſions he inadvertent- 
ly let fall, I have all the reaſon in 
the world to believe he will inſiſt 
upon fatisfaction for the injury I 
have undeſignedly done him. . See, 
child, what it is to keep company 
with theſe hot- headed ſoldiers. For 
my part, I tremble for the conſe- 
quence. My brother too is of the 
ſame opinion, and laughs heartily 

B 6 at 
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at the miſchief he has himſelf had' 
the greateſt hand m. In fine, my 


| dear, he 1s in a day or two to wait 


upon me in form, to ſet forth all 
his grievances, and to ſeek redreſs. 
In the mean time, you may believe, 
I am drawing up the beſt defence 
I am able, in order to exculpate 
myſelf, and, if poſſible, prevent our 
coming to extremities ; as theſewar- 
like heroes are not the kind of be- 
ings one would chooſe to ſquabble 
with. When our important meet- 
ing is over, you ſhall, if I ſurvive, 
know all the particulars: till then 


n me; as uſual, 
Yours, 


CAROLIN E RocuFoRD. 


. » 


* . : 8 * > 
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LETTER III. 
From and to the ſame. 


| ELL, my dear, our ren- 
7 contre is over, yet I live 
to tell it. We ſettled the affair in 
the moſt amicable manner imagi- 
nable. You know I am a good- 
natured creature, / incapable of re- 
ſentment. He found me ſo, as 
you will confeſs, when I tell you 
I'have not only pardoned thoſe in- 
ſinuations he had the temerity to 
drop even in my hearing, but have 
alſo given him permiſſion to at- 
tempt the conqueſt of my heart. 
He gives me leave to fortify it in 
what manner I think proper, pro- 
Vuided 
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vided I admit no ſecret enemy to 
conceal himſelf in any corner of it: 
and he has ſuch an idea of his own 
{kill as an engineer, that he has 
betted a conſiderable ſum with my 
brother, that he will, in ſpite of 
my efforts to the contrary, take it 
in leſs than ten days from the date 
of our agreement. Three of the 
ten days are already elapſed : and, 
to tell you a ſecret, I am in-no ſmall 
tribulation, fince ſeveral of the out- 
works are already deftroyed, and 
thoſe within a good deal ſhattered, 
by his artillery, which he never ſuf, | 
fers to reſt. Sure no creature was 
ever half ſo indefatigable in any 
undertaking, as he is in this. His 
character you ſee, my dear, is at 
ſake : he has boaſted of his abih- 


ties : 
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ties : his honour, his pride, ſpur 
him on; and, beſides, the impor- 
tance of the conqueſt is of infinite 
weight. I really begin to loſe all 
my hopes. If they deſert me, I may 
as well give up the point in que- 
ftion with a good grace, and there- 
by diſappoint him of the glory he 
promiſes himſelf from taking it by 
ſtorm. 

He has a fiſter, I find, for whom 
he expreſſes the utmoſt tenderneſs, 
She is a widow, though not yet 
twenty, having loſt her huſband 
the firſt year of their marriage, on 
whom ſhe doated to diſtraction. 
Since his death, in fpite of all the 
efforts practiſed by her friends to 
draw her from her retirement, ſhe 
has never ſince appeared in public, 

nor 
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nor received viſits from any, except 
a few. of her moſt intimate acquain- 


tance. She has a ſon about two 


years old, to whom ſhe has tranſ- 
ferred all that affection ſhe had for 
his beloved father, who now en- 
groſſes her whole care and atten- 
tion. He will, if he lives to be of 
age, be maſter of a very conſider- 
able fortune, which, in caſe he 
ſhould not, devolves to the ſon of 
his father's ſiſter, a boy not much 


older than himſelf. 


This, my dear, is a ſhort hiſtory 


of the amiable perſon with whom, 


it 1s more than probable, I may 
ſoon be very nearly connected. It 
is proper, therefore, I ſhould ac- 
cuſtom my heart to eſteem her, 
which, if all her brother ſays is 

true, 


{ 
I 
f 
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true, it muſt be impoſſible to re- 
ſiſt. a 
Talking of her this morning to 
Sir William, I propoſed to him, in 
caſe my affair with my Lord went 
on, that he ſhould, in order to 
ſtrengthen the alliance, ſet off im- 
mediately to pay his addreſles to the 
fair widow. 

44 know no man in the world,” 
continued I, more likely to put 
% her fondneſs for ſolitude to flight 
« than yourſelf. Were you not 
„ my brother, I can tell you, my 
Lord would not have half the 
„chance he has at preſent to ac- 
* compliſh his important enter» 
« prize. What ſay you, my dear 
William, to my plan? The bro- 
* ther — look upon as a prodigy; - 

« and, * 
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„% and, If we are to believe his ac- 
«© counts of the ſiſter, ſhe muſt 
«© be a ſtill greater. Not yet twen- 
« ty, and buried by her own free 
„ voluntary choice in the joyleſs 
« country! Do, let me prevail 
« upon you to go, and by your 


* eloquence endeavour to reſtore 


* 


her to herſelf and friends. 
„ With all my heart, rephed 
he: I have no fort of objection: 
«© my heart is perfectly at her de- 
% yotion, if ſhe will take the 
«, trouble to make an impreſſion 
*« on it. At prefent it is à blank, 
% ready to receive the firſt fair 
„ image that preſents itſelf. 
« Say rather,” replied I, © it 
% has already been ſo often wound- 
© ed, that it is become a mere ſieve, 
33 40 and 
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and is no longer in a condition 
« to retain any impreſſion. 

«© What an idea!” cried he, 
laughing. I think I ſee the poor 
« fluttering thing pierced on all 
« ſides like a honeycomb.” 

« Nay poſitively,” returned I, 
interrupting him, your compa- 
« riſon beats mine all to nothing. 
« I give you credit for it, and muſt 
« for the future yield you the 
66 palm.” 

We were chatting in this manner 
when my Lord came in to aſk 
my commands for the day. This 
he conſtantly does, leſt he ſhould, 
by neglecting his duty, be ſome- 
times left out of any party I may be 
engaged in. This, Harriot, 1s be- 
ſieging one with a witneſs. Don't 

you 
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you think ſo? The duce is in it if 
he does not carry his point at this 
rate, were I fortified in ſteel from 
head to foot. I agrecd; at his re- 
queſt, to go to the Opera; and ac- 
accordingly made a party for that 
purpoſe. No doing without a ma- 
tron on theſe occaſions. Lady 
Moleſworth is generally mine, and 
an admirable old dowager ſhe is. 
Under the ſhadow. of her vene- 
rable wing one may bid defiance to 
the tongue of ſcandal. 


Adieu. 
Yours, 


C. RocuroRD. 


LE T- 
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LBE FETT 


From and to the ſame. 


Happened to mention my plan 

to my Lord the other day about 
his fair ſiſter, whom I ſo ardentlyy 
wiſh to draw from her retirement, 
He was charmed, and poſitively in- 
fiſts on our going with him to ſee 
her; which, he adds, muſt una- 
voidably produce every effect I am 
ſo obliging as to deſire. 
That ſhe muſt be captivated 
by Sir William,“ continued he, 
« 1s moſt certain; ſince he is the 


exact counterpart of his charm- 
“ing ſiſter,” 


4 


5 
A 


« And 
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« And that I muſt become her 
« willing ſlave, replied my bro- 
ther, interrupting him, „can be 
« no leſs ſo; ſince ſhe fo greatly 
«« reſembles your Lordſhip.” 

«© Admirable!” cried I, ſmil- 
ing: how prettily you two Gen- 
e tlemen compliment each other on 
« the occaſion ! It is my turn now 
to make a ſpeech ; but proteſt I 
dare not attempt it. You have 
* in words ſaid all that can be ſaid 
% upon the ſubject. Let us go, 
re then, and try the effects of thoſe 
« charms, the power of which is 
« not, I am convinced, exagge- 
« rated on either fide.” 

They both bowed moſt pro- 
foundly, declaring I had infinitely 
ſurpaſſed them ; my compliment 

2 being 


If f jw 
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being in every reſpect a thouſand 
times more delicate than either of 
theirs, which had, nevertheleſs, met 


with ſuch applauſe. 


Very well then,” ſaid I: © we 
e have nothing now to do, but to 
« order our carriage. I am im- 
« patient to the laſt degree to be 
« gone. My heart tells me, I ſhall 
e in the fair recluſe not only find 
«© an amiable friend, but alſo an 
eſtimable ſiſter.” 

My Lord, on my ſaying this, 
ſeized my hand, and almoſt devour- 
ed it, before I had preſence of mind 
to prevent him. 

„ Why, what now!” cried I in 
aſtoniſhment ; „what have I ſaid, 
to throw you into ſuch violent 
<«« raptures? Will her union with 

cc my 
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* my brother then be ſuch an a- 
6 mazing felicity to you? What 


* a proof is this, my Lord, of 


the part you take in her happi- 
« neſs! Depend upon it I will not 
„forget to tell her how deeply 
«« you intereſt n in her af- 
« fairs.” 

« What think you of that pretty 
« turn, my Lord ?” cried Sir Wil- 
liam. Let me, as a friend, ad- 
« viſe to have nothing more to do 
„with ſuch a fly gipſey; let us 
<< leave her, and ſet off on our a- 
„ oreeable excurſion by ourſelves.” 

« And a. fine hand you would 


in that caſe make of it,” replied - 


wn Do not liſten to that im- 
pertinent, my Lord. Depend 
* * it, when any affair of im- 
"1 port- 


1 2 — 
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* portance is in agitation, there 


e can be no hopes of ſucceſs, un- 


*« leſs you can intereſt a female in 
< the buſineſs.” | 

4 80 you would not have my 
% Lord go without you, Caroline? 
«« But you are perfectly right. We 
« giddy young fellows are apt to 


a be charmed with every new face. 


« Who can anſwer for what might 
happen, did you fuffer him to 
lofe ſight of one he at preſent 
thinks more than tolerable? You 
ly my Lord, whatever other 
« imperfections ſhe may have, 
« want of prudence is not of the 


"A 


6 


* number.“ 


Upon my life, Sir William,“ 
cried I, © it fhall not be want of 
« inclination, if I am not revenged 
Vor. I. "OY 6 for 
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for thoſe impertinent inſinu- 
« ations.” 

_« Be that my buſineſs,” ſaid his 
Lordſhip again, ſeizing my hand ; 
«© be aſſured no one ſhall offend 
. T—_ charming Carohne with 1m- 
46 punity.“ f 

In fine, after chatting in this 
manner ſome time, we ſeriouſſy 
ſettled our ſcheme, which is to go 
without informing the lovely wi- 
dow of our deſign, to ſurpriſe her 
into a compliance with our wiſhes. 
For my part, I think there is no- 
thing ſo likely to effect it as the 
eloquence of an amiable lover, and 


ſuch my brother will be to the laſt 


degree, Whenever he thinks proper 


to aſſume that character, which] truſt 
her charms will compel him to. 


Her 


al. at a 
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Her ſeat is within half a dozen 


miles of Northampton; but, tho' 


ſo near that town, perfectly retired. 


You may perhaps have heard of it: 
it is called Roſe Hill, and is one 
of thoſe ſweet ſpots, which thoſe 
who travel that way ſeldom paſs 
without ſeeing, when the abſence 
of the family gives them an oppor- 


tunity to gratify their curioſity. 


Since the death of Mr. Beverly, in- 
deed, this is very ſeldom the caſe, 
as it is with the utmoſt difficulty 
the widow can nom be prevailed 
upon to quit it even for a day. * 
truſt we ſhall be more ſucceſsful. 


Adieu, 
430 þ br 
CanorIxE Rocnrokp. 
J. [2 


E I. E T. 
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LETTER V. 
From and to the ſame. 


Roſe- hill. 

0 U receive this, Harriot, 

from the moſt enchanting 
ſpot in the univerſe. I no longer 
wonder at Mrs. Berverly's love of 
retirement. I am quite off the 
ſcheme with which my head was 
filled when I came here. I have 
not only told his lordſhip ſo, but 
alſo that he may look out elſewhere 
for a wife, ſince I am determined 


to continue here a ſpinſter for life. 


There 1s only wanting for this pur- 
poſe the fair widow's conſent, and 


N that I think we need not de- 


I pair, 


n 
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ſpair, as ſhe can have no objection 
to an agreeable female companion, 
whatever vows ſhe may have made 
againſt one of the other ſex. Do 
you not think it infinitely wiſer 
than to engage in the ſilly buſtle of 
the world, where one is liable to a 
thouſand troubles, a thouſand un- 
foreſeen perplexities, which may ut- 
terly deſtroy that pleaſure I fooliſhly 
promiſed myſelf when once united 
to this ſame Lord; who, to do 
him juſtice; bids as fair to inſure 
my felicity as any of his fickle ſex. 
ean do? But ſince I came here, I 
ſay, I have had ſo. much time for 
ſober, ſenſible reflections (and am ſo- 
very capable of making them, you 
ery) that really, my dear, matrimony 
appears to me now quite in a new 

C2 light 
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light—it is ſo much more the thing 
to convince the vain wretches one 
can be happy without them. Do 
you not think ſo! I gave this as 
one of my reaſons to his Lord- 
ſhip; and, would you believe it? 
he had actually the face to tell me 


we could not be happy except in 


their ſociety.—True as you are 
alive, Now this, you muſt know, 
has made me doubly eager to con- 
vince him he is miſtaken. Such 
intolerable vanity ought to be 
mortified, and poſitively ſhall, . if 


my reſolution does not fail me, 


which, between ourſelves, I very 


much dread, knowing my own eaſy, 
good natured diſpoſition. It is ab- 


ſolutely a misfortune to be ſo very 
obliging, ſo exceedingly comply- 


ing 


ve 


* 
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ing in one's temper, it 1s a weak- 
neſs which may lead one into a 
thouſand ſcrapes. Matrimony, for 
mſtance, is one of them, and a 
fine one it generally proves in theſe 
degenerate days._—O no, to be 
ſure, I am not capable of ferious 
reflections.—Shew me ſuch a ſtring 
as this of your making, Harriot, if 
you can. , 

But I am all this time forgetting 
to tell you that the fair owner of 
this delightful place is, without ex- 
ception, the moſt amiable woman 


in the world: the very image of 


her brother, both in features and 


diſpoſition. At preſent, indeed, a 


cloud of melancholy dims her na- 
tural vivacity, but this, I truſt, 
C 4 - will. 
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will ere long be diſperſed, by the 
aſſiduity of her new adorer. 

Her adorer !” you cry ; why 
I thought you had ſet her apart 
«« for Sir William.“ 

Well, child, it is Sir William I 
mean. Will you never be accuſ- ' 
tomed to my manner of telling a 
ſtory? Is it poſſible you ſhould 
ſtill know ſo little of me as to ex- 
pect a circumſtantial account of 
our journey, our accommodations 
on the road, our reception when 
arrived, &c. &c. &c? No, my dear, 
tie me down to theſe rules and you 
may as well tie my hands alſo: 
adieu to ſcribbling on thoſe terms. I 
deteſt even reading thoſe horrid 
journals; judge then whether it is 


Likely I ſhould be guilty of writing 
them. 
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them.—To what purpoſe, indeed, 
ſhould I take ſo much trouble? I 
have already told you we are here, 
and as my epiſtle is neither embel- 
liſhed with ahs or ohs, or any other 
of thoſe woeful interjections, you 


have all imaginable reaſon to con- 


clude we got here in perfect ſafety.. 
— o, as I was ſaying, that cloud, 
which at preſent dims her natural 
chearfulneſs, is already on the: 
wing. Not that ſhe is herſelf ſen- 
fible of the change; but no mat-- 
ter, it is enough that we are ſo, 
who have undertaken her cure. 
Neither, indeed, am I quite poſi- 
tive that my brother is conſcious 
of the wounds he has received, as 
they were given with ſo much gen- 
tleneſs, ſo much ſoftneſs and deli- 

C 5. cacy. 


* 


34 Hr 16 FounD Ar LAST. 
8 to his heart. 21 a igs rr ER hin. 
Heavens that I ſhould do long 
forget to mention her little cheru- 
bim I This I cannot account for, 
ſtant companion. My fondneſs 
for the dear little innocent angel 
would aſtoniſh you Harriot, and I 


give ou my word he returns my 
1 paſſion with unutterable tender- 
. He i juſt, beginning to 
= ſpeak, and already pronounces Ca- 
S roline. with; inimitable ſweetneſs : 
mee. it is a conſiderable undertaking 
for a firſt attempt; but Love, you 
know, my dear, overcomes all dif- 
1 n, tha laſt fyllable the lit- 
tle 


3 & 


— 
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tle fellow has not yet conquered, by 


which means he has Talianiged N. 


I fancy he reſembles his father, who 
in that caſe muſt have been exceed 


ingly; handſome. I cannot ſay * 


think he has any great likeneſs to 
his charming mother, Who by the 


way declares I have robbed her of 


his heart. I have promiſed to pro- 
eure her another to ſupply the loſs, 
which though not quite ſo young 


ſhall be no leſs tender, and inca- 


pable of ſuch inconſtancy.— I wiſh 


Harriot, I may be able to fulfil it 
in regard to the laſt article.— As to 


its tenderneſs I am in no doubts 
about that, but for its conſtancy 


hy, my dear, it belongs to a 

man—and men we are told, are by 

nature falſe, fickle, and n 
LS 6 This 


8 
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This hopeful character I think is 
given them by one of *themſelves : 
Vet, had they a ulld ſhare of 
wit, they might tell us we ought 
not to believe it . We 
eunt.— But it is not my buſineſs 
to put this" defence in their heads, 
they have but too much to ſay for 
theraſelves already. And leſt you 
ſhould begin to accuſe me alſo of 
ſaying too much, I, without far- 
. bid you adieu. 
N 1 
e 7” OY 75 Roenronv. 
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-TOLD you how it would be, 

1 Harriot: we have not been here 
above three weeks, yet in your 
life; my dear, you never faw any 
two creatures in a fairer way to 
commit matrimony, than the 45% 
conſolate - widow. and my ſighing 
brother. Do you not admire thaſe 
Epheſian matrons What a farce 
to conceive it impoſſible to love 
twice! Vet this is a favourite ſenti 
ment with many romantic fouls, 
who fancy themſelves | on that ac- 
count of a ſuperior order of being 
—1 * one cannot ſo conve- 
niently 
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niently give one's heart to two at a 
time, that indeed might puazle one; 
but when the firſt flame is extin- 
guiſhed a ſecond; will as naturallß 
ſupply its place, as a new gown that 
of an old one.—-It is pretty to hear 
them talk againſt ſecond attach- 
ments, but there is a wide difference 
between theory and practice. She 
me the woman, however ſenti- 
mental and refined, cho has ſtrictly 
A ee to that ſilly maxim; in caſe 
à ſecond offers I mean; if not, I 
. Fare thing may be practicable. 
No dying for love now-a-days: 
thank heaven we are wiſer and bet- 
ter taught than that comes to. No, 
no, my dear, we take a more agree- 
able method to conſole ourſelves 
1 n. on a willow, or 
oni . float- 
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floating on à purling ſtream. qall. - 
think I am as partial to my admirer 
as any reaſonable woman need be, 
or perhaps can be; yet were he to 
prove himſelf what too many of 
his brethren before him have been, 
why, my dear, my firſt} buſineſs 
ſhould be to fill up more worthily 
the vacancy his infidelity had made 
in my heart. 1 have no idea of 
me a worthleſs being ſo- great 

a compliment as to die for him. 
This, you I, ſay, is talking only of 
A; faithleſs lover, not of the loſs 
of an amiable huſband, True, my 
dear, I am rather apt to wander 
from my text. Well then, to re- 
turn to it, I. declare it is my/opi+ 
nion if a man or woman, no mat 
ter which, has been ſuperlatively 


gow... 3 happy 
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happy in- che pious ſtate of matri- 
mony, it is not poſſible to give a 
greater proof of their having really 
thouglit themſelves ſo, than by en- 
gaging in it again with all con-re- 
| nient ſpeed. —I hope my reaſon un g 

has the good fortune to pleaſe, as 
well as convince you.“ Mrs: Be- 
verly, as I was ſaying, ſeeems,” if 
1 may judge by appearances, to be 
no, whatever ſhe was three weeks 
ago, intirely of my ſage opinion. 
I truſt ſhe is at length convinced, 
that a twelvemonth's weeping and 
wailing is as much or more than 
any mortal man is intitled to. I be- 
lieve my friend William has not yet 
ſhoeked her widowſhip, by an ex- 
pkeit declaration of his ſentiments; 
but ſhe is not the leſs acquainted 
Vt ca” with 
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with the nature of them for all 
that. His ſighs, his looks, his 
unremitted aſſiduity, and above all 
his amazing fondneſs for the little 
Beveriy, on whom he already doats 
with more than a father-in- laws 
fondneſs, ſet the matter in as clear 
a light as any declaration, however 
eloquent, poſſibly could do. I com- 
mend him for making himſelf ſure 
of her heart, before he aſks her to 
give it him, to prevent the mortifi- 
cation of a refuſal, —T'lt leave you 
to judge what a change we have 
produced, hen I tell you ſhe has 
agreed to accompany us to the 
races at Northampton, and what 
is ſtil} more extraordinary, has pro- 
miſed to honour her conqueror with 
her lilly hand at the ball. This, 


Harriot, 


CORY u& © 
Re. _—_ r 
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HFarriot, is in my opinion a very 
flattering declaration, on her part 
at leaſt. After ſuch a proof of her 
Partiality, I think he will run no 
riſk in laying before her the ſtate 
of his heart as ſoon as he thinks 
45 Fou fee, ap deat, we are in che 
high road to matrimony, and 
therefore wiſn us a proſperous 
Journey. : My Lord begins to be a 
- Uttle impatient for a concluſion to 
our flirtation; tired, I ſuppoſe, of 
playing the lover; but I have aſ- 
fired him 1 will not play the fool 
alone. Whenever he can prevail 
Op his fiſter to keep me in counte- 
' nance; my hand ſhall be at his 
command; but till then 1 beg 


— 3 n * 
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dae to command it myſelf. This, 
yu | t1;H 3 | you 


V OC ng 5. > OR. 


inform you of the time, place, and 
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you may believe, makes him a 


ſtrenuous advocate in favour of Sir 
William; who by the way, I be- 
lieve, has very little oecaſion for 


any other than that he has ſecured 
in the gentle boſom of his fair 


miſtreſs. You may, in a very 
ſhort- time then, expect to hear of 


a pair of weddings: ſo, if you have 


a mind to come and ſee the ſhow; 
ſay the word, and I will be ſure to 


ſo forth; neither of which are yet 
determined; nor can be till after 
William has made his ſpeech; tho 
I fancy. we ſhall exhibit here, to 
prevent all the ridieulous buſtle 


generally attendant on ſuch fooliſn 


affairs; for here we are as retired 


- wi 7 * an. 
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an e eee 'trowd' at the races; 
and perhaps I may ſee ſomebody 
more to my taſte than my preſent 
adbrer: it was prudent, therefore, 
you know, not to give myſelf away 
till 1 had been there, for fear of 
aceidents-. I told my Lord this 
wg one reaſon why I choſe to de- 
fer the ceremony, as a diſcovery of 
that nature might be attendec with 
inconveniencies after wards. Not 
bat it is a caſe which happens 
every day in the brau-monde ; but 
we, you muſt know, have agreed 
to deviate a little from the preſent 
mode of life: We have not in our 
ſettlements even mentioned the fa- 
ſonable article of à ſeparate 
muintenance; and I had ſome: 
* of hanging. the. term. 
i! Pin- 
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Pin-money for. that of Needle- 
money. Do not you think it 
would be an improvement, and 
convey a more notable idea than 
the other ? It is, perllaps, for want 
of ſetting apart a certain ſum for 
this purpoſe, that our preſent race 
of females are ſo given to idleneſs. 
What can the poor things do, if 
unable to purchaſe the neceſſary 


materials for lern enn, 
ſelves 75 
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ih IR William has at aſt made 


Bis ſpeech, and his fair-one 4 
| mot gracious anſwer.” Our affairs 
are in the moſt agrecable ' train 
imaginable. We now talk of ma- 

trimony without the leaſt reſerve ; 

but haye altered our plan in re- 
gard to fettering ourſelves here, 
as, on ſecond thoughts, which are 
ever held the beſt, we are of opinion 
that in London we may put on our 
chains with leſs buſtle than we can 
here; ſince the moment the news 


. 9 
5 18 
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is heard in the neighbourhood, we 
ſhould have every family in the 


county pouring in upon us. They 
are too much at a loſs for amuſe- 
ment in the country, to miſs ſo 
fine an opportunity to make a ho- 
ly-day, and to diſplay their finery: 

in town they will have ſomething 


elſe to do than to trouble their 
heads about us. 


Next Tueſday we bid adieu for! 
ſome time to this ſweet ſpot ; fo 
you may direct your next dere pe 
to Groſvenor- Square. f 

I had almoſt forgot to mention 
the races, though my mind has 


been full of them ever ſince; and 


no wonder eig for 1 give you my 
word, I met with an admirer of 
ſuch importance, that I had very 
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that time had taken poſſeſſion 


of his only remaining foot, he 


ſwore he would have danced with 


me in ſpite of his, wooden. leg 


Theſe two trifling impediments, 
however, ſaved my Lord, to whom 


1, was before engaged, the mortiſi - 
cation of being obliged to look out 


for another partner. Vou may be- 
lieve I felt no ſmall regret at the 


diſappointment. We chatted: to- 
gether, however, in the maſt 


agreeable manner imaginable. He 
vowed I had more wit and beauty 
6 he had yet ſeen, 

| * 


«a 4 — 


near given my Lord & civil diſmiſ- 

fion. Who do you think it was? 
Only General Melvin, .the moſt 
delightful. old man in the world. 
But for the vile gout, which, at 
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though he had been acquainted 
with ſome of every country in the 
world. J. in return, aſſured him, 
I believed him to be a better judge 
of Pen n OC RE: 
verſe. /'! 5) 5 | 
N Tam he Gauen 21 
ſaid I, that a man of your gal 
* lantry ſhould have ſo long re- 
* mained a bachelor. I hepe it 
is merely the unſettled ſtate of 
ea military life that has hitherto 
prevented your doin 8 honour to 
« that of matrimony.” 

„ Why I believe,“ replied Re, 
0 Ws may in ſome meaſure have 
« been the cauſe ; but, to tell you 
« the truth, till this very evening” 


I never found myſelf thoroughly 
< diſpoſed to reſign my liberty. 
Vo. I. D ak 
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If you, Madam, will condeſcend 
to accept of me, ſuch as I am, 
<«. my heart and my hand are both 


at yourdevotion. It is certain I 
% am a little the worſe for wear: 
« one leg I left in the field of 
« battle, and this dd gout 


« ſeems determined to rob me of 


4 the other; but as to my heart, 
« it ig as ſound as a roach, and 


very much at your ſervice. What 
« ſay you? A man of ſeventy- two 
c has no time to loſe in court- 
5 < ſhip. I will make all thoſe fine 
t ſpeeches after our marriage, 
« which | young fellows wholly 
t exhauſt before, ſeldom leaving 
14 themſelves even one to treat 


ou with. during the reſt of 


10 FIN * 2 in my opi- 
11 | 18 nion, 
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“ nion, they are full as neceſ- 


re 


I, 


Cc 


60 


«c 


40 


fary.” 


% O infinitely more 105 replied 


Filing; « and, were the men 
in general to follow the example 


you mean to ſet them, it would, 


in all probability, prevent their 
wives from liſtening with fo 
much complacency to the ſoft 


things ſaid to them by others. 


We love a little flattery, Gene- 
ral; it is natural to the ſex : 
it is the buſineſs of the huſband 
therefore to indulge us in it, if 
he does not wiſh us to accept 
of it from thoſe who are more 
polite than himſelf.” 


What a pity, Harriot, my affair 
with Lord Granville had gone fo 
far! That tyrant Honour obliged / 


D 2 me, 
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me, in ſpite of my inclination, to 
reject an offer ſo infinitely more 
to my taſte. He vows, as I have 

been the firſt, I ſhall alſo be the 
laſt that ſhall ever have it in her 
power to give him ſo ſenſible a 
mortification. We have commen- 
ced 2 friendſhip, however, ſince 
love muſt be out of the queſtion, 
which is to end but wn our 


lives. 
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PETE e 
From and to the ſame. 

London 
Nez R ſhall I forget the Af 
fecting ſcene of my boyay 
ſiſter's parting with her little ſmil-" 
ing cherubim. Siſter T call her, 
my dear; becauſe 1 fancy a Ver 
few days will intitle her to tiar 
tender appellation. Vou cannot 
conceive how exceedingly: I was? 
moved; or how much it increaſed 
my eſteem; ' to ſee ſo amiable” a 
proof of her maternal affection. 
For my part, I was almoſt as un- 
willing to leave: the dear creature! 
vehind us as "ICT" yet it is ow . 


1 ing 
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ing to this very affection that we 
did leave him. She has a thouſand 
apprehenſions, a thouſand fears, 
on his account, which induced her 
to deprive herſelf of his company. 
The air of the country is infinitely 
better than that of the town, there 
is no doubt of it; neither has he 
It had the ſmall pox. All theſe 
| conſiderations, I. ſay, determined 
her to leave him to the care of his 
nurſe, who has a little girl much 
of his own age, of whom he is ex- 
eeedingly fond, and who prattles 
French to him like a parrot. To 
account for this accqmpliſhment in 
a child, I ſhould tell you, the ſaid 
nurſe is French herſelf. Her huſ- 
band was gentleman to Mr. Bever- 
mw Ang died a few months after his 
| 2 


nt 
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maſter, leaving his wife with child 
of this little girl, by which means 
ſhe got the place of wet- nurſe to 
the young Squire; and though 
that part of her buſineſs is at an 
end, he is to continue under her 
care for ſome time, in order that 
the French language may become 
as natural to him as his own, She 
is a woman of tolerable family and 
good education: but that all- po. 
erful paſſion of love, which, it is 
certain, makes many of us do very 
filly things, made her run away 
with Monſieur Lemare, who it 
feems was a mpſt captivating Ado- 
nis. Under her care then he is to 
remain till we have ſettled our 
grand buſineſs here; after which 
we all return to Roſehill together, 
4 D 4 for 
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for a month or two. A ſhort 
time, I ſay, will put an end to it; 
as cloaths, jewels, carriages, &c. 
&c. &c. are already in great for- 
wardneſs, thanks to the diligence 
of our two lovers, who are a pair 
of the moſt impatient wretches you 
ever beheld in your life. Seven 
years hence, perhaps, the ſilly ſouls 
may ſee the affair in a different 
light. So may ſomebody elſe, Har- 
riot, it is more than poſſible: but 
it is folly to look ſo far forward; 
my maxim is, to enjoy the preſent 


moment; with the future I may 
have no concern; why then trouwr 
ble my head about it ? 

We had the moſt agreeable j jour- 
ney imaginable to town. I que- 
ſtion if ever four ſuch happy peo- 


ple 
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ple met together in one carriage be- 
fore. In my life, Harriot, I ne- 
ver beheld. ſo. engaging a lover as 
my brother. I am every moment 
charging my Lord to take ham for 
his model 3. though, to do him ju- : 
ſtice, he does not acquit himſelf 
with a bad grace when left to his. 
OWN genius. 

Ny Lord has a moſt elegant ſeat, 
my brother tells me who has ſeen: 
it, near Beverley in Yorkſhire : 
there, and at Roſe-hill, we pro- 
poſe alternately to ſpend our ſum- 
mers. In town our houſes are both 
in Groſvenor- Square; ſo that we 
ſhall have the felicity of being 
often together as we pleaſe, which 
you may believe will not be ſel- 
dom; ſince nature; I am perfyaded,. 

D 5 in 
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in our formation, deſigned us for 
inſeparable friends, our ſentiments, 
our tempers, our diſpoſitions, are 
ſo exactly alike. No doubt many 
5. might be as happy as we 
„did they conſult only their 
3 inſtead of their purſes, 
when going to take upon them the 
ſober vows of matrimony. De- 
pend upon it, there are kindred: 
ſouls for us all; and we ſhould as 
certainly find them much oftener 
than we do; did inclination alone 
influence our ſeareh for this pur- 
poſe; but while mercenary views 
continue, as at preſent, to have ſo: 
wholly the dominion over us, while 
gold continues to be thought the 
principal, nay, the only requiſite- 
in a wife, how ean men hope for 
| that 
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that felicity which it is a folly to 
expect? That it is a folly to expect 
even the ſhadow of happineſs on 


their terms, 1s a truth which every 


days ſad experience abundantly te- 


ſtifies: but who is to blame, if 


they will. not follow the dictates of 
reaſon and of common ſenſe ? for 
theſe, I am perſuaded, which few 
men, I preſume, would. chooſe to 


be thought deficient in, would in- 


fallibly direct them to act properly 


in the important affair. 

What a. diſſertation is here 
Are you not aſtoniſned, Harriot, 
to find me poſſeſſed of ſuch: admi- 
rable talents? I proteſt I begin 
to think I have infinitely more 
genius than either you. or I, my 
dear, have hitherto imagined. Do 

D 6 not 
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not be ſurpriſed if, for the future, 
my epiſtles ſhould take a new turn, 
if, inſtead of the faſhions, I ſhould 
treat you with lectures on the moſt 
abſtruſe branches of philoſophy.— 
At preſent, however, I muſt con- 
deſcend to pay ſome little atten- 
tion to the former, as I am peſter- 
ed with milliners, mantua-makers, 
&c. &e. & c. from morning till 
might. At this very moment there 
are half a hundred of them wait- 
ing for me in my dreſſing-room, 
though I fit ſcribbling here with 
ſo much compoſure. | 

Adieu : my next may perhaps 
inform you I have no longer a 
right to fubſcribe myſelf 


CAROLINE ROCHFORD. 


LET- 
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"LETTER RE 


Lady GRANVILLE to Miſs HA R- 
RIOT BENSON.. 


London. 


T is even ſo, my dear.— There 
no. longer exiſts ſuch a being as 
Caroline Rochford. ——A very come- 
ly oldGentlem an,inlongh black robes, 
has, by pronouncing,. with an air, 


of no ſmall importance, a few 


magic words, transformed her into 
Lady Granville.—It is now above 
a week ſince this extraordinary 


transformation took place; yet, 


though impatient beyond expreſ- 
ſion 
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ſion to inform you of it, I have 
till this moment found it impoſ- 
ſible. The lovely Mrs. Beverley 


too has felt the effects of his ſuper- 


natural power. For the future, 
my dear, you are to know her by 
the title of Lady Rochford, the 
moſt amiable wife in the world 
my noble ſelf excepted. I have 
the very beſt authority for making 
this. exception—my Lord himſelf. 
Yes, my dear; he aſſures me, at leaſt 
a thouſand times a day, that the 
world never did, nor ever can produce 
my equal. Now you know it would 
be ridiculous todoubt of it after this, 
as he is a; man of taſte, of judg- 
ment, and, to crown all, of vera- 
city. Heavens, my dear, of what 
an 2 treaſure is he poſ- 
ſeſſed ! 
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ſeſſed! The: very beſt of all poſ-- 
fible 2wives ? Ah, I fear it will ne- 
ver be in his power to be ſuffi- 
ciently grateful to+ providence! 
Sir William, indeed, ſeems in- 
elined to difpute the matter with 
him; but, you may believe, I will. 
not tamely ſuffer his Lordſhip to, 
give up the point: now or never is 
the time to eſtabliſſ it. Some years, 
nay, perhaps ſome months hence, 
the arguments they at preſent uſe 
to convince. each other, may no, 
longer appear ſo unanſwerable: 
they may forget them: things may 
appear in à different light. Now: 
or never is the the time; I ſay, to: 
determine the matter with preci- 
ſion. I have no idea of leaving a: 

Aa conteſt- 
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conteſt of ſuch importance to my 


honour undecided. 


My ſweet ſiſter is all impatience 


to return to her little angel. In- 


deed we all long to be with the 


dear ſmiling creature, and are pre- 
paring to leave town as ſoon as 
poſſible. Had we no ſuch induce- 


ment, we ſhould unanimouſly give 
the preference to the country for a 


month or two, as London at this 
ſeaſon is horridly ſtupid; but both 
our Would you believe it, Har- 


riott? I actually found myſelf at 


a dead ſtop juſt then, unable to 


determine what to call our two 


fellow Not that I am aſhamed, 
of the word hbu/band, as ſome mo- 


dern wives affect to. be; but, to 
tell you the truth, I think there is 


a de- 
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a degree of vulgarity in the expreſ- 
fion. This is a ridiculous, preju+ 
dice, I confeſs; but, by fome 
means or other, I have annexed 
that idea to it, and cannot get the 
better of it. It is not elegant, it 
is not in the ſmalleſt degree har- 
monious. I will lay my life, the 
beſt compoſer in the univerſe could 
not, with all his genius, contrive 
to ſet it to muſick. However, as I 
ſaid before, I am not aſhamed of 
it, and will therefore do my en- 
deavour to reconcile myſelf to the 
ſound, fince I cannot find another 
word to ' fupply its place. Our 
huſbands, then, find ſo. many 
things to ſettle; ſo many orders ta 
give in order to our accommoda- 


tion for the enſuing winter, that it 
will 
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will not be in our power to em- 
brace our little cherubim quite ſo 
ſoon as we wiſh. 6. 04h 

We were laſt night at Ranelagh ; 
an immenſe crowd, though you 
may believe not the beſt aſſortment 
in the world. This, however, ne- 
ver gives me the ſmalleſt concern: 
on the contrary, I rejoice to ſee 
my fellow - creatures happy, what« 
ever rank they hold in ſociety. I 
have no idea of exclaiming, as too 
many in our fituations do, againſt 
their preſuming to mix in aſſem- 
blies which they have the vanity ta 
imagine calculated merely for their 
amuſement. I could not help be- 
ing a little ſevere on Lord , 
who led me to my carriage, and 
who, on. obſerving a party of the ſer- 


vants, 
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vants in waiting enjoying appa- 
rently as much mirth without 
doors as we had done within, 
cried, with affected ſurpriſe, © It 
« 1s aſtoniſhing, Lady Rochford, 
« yet it is certain, theſe kind of 


« wretches make {ſhift to amuſe. 


« themſelves as well as their maſ- 
ters, do all one can to prevent 


by them.“ 


«« Prevent them, my Lord,” re- 
plied I, is it poſſible any maſter. 
« would with to deny them the 


„ privilege of being as happy as 


the nature of their ſituation will 
permit? Depend upon it they 
are not only as juſtly intitled ta 
felicity as ourſelves, but it is no 
« leſs certain they have much of- 

tener 
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«« tener the good fortune to meet 
* with it, than thoſe who, like 
vour lordſhip, would wiſh to 
* deny them every reaſonable gra- 
5 tification, ſince that very incli- 
nation muſt for ever render yours 
« imperfect.” 

 Unprepared for a Speech of that 
nature, I had. the pleaſure to ſee 
him look exceedingly fooliſh, which 
Tam convinced he till that mo- 
ment believed it impoſſible a lord 
could do. If my reproof has the 
power to inſpire him with a better 
way of thinking, it is much at his 
ſervice; if not, I ſhall know for 
the future, what degree of eſteem 
to honour him with. What a con- 
traſt between His heart, and that 


of. 
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of my worthy friend, General Mel- 
ville, whom I had nevertheleſs al- 
moſt forgot to tell you, I met there 
alſo.— There, Harriot, is a man 
whoſe greateſt joy in life, is to dif- 
fuſe happineſs to every creature, 
within the reach of his power or 
abilities: but, thank heaven, I 
need not go from home for an in- 
ſtance of this amiable character, 
my own engaging Suſband there, 
my dear, without a pauſe I wrote it: 
—He, I ſay, is in the higheſt de- 


gree poſſeſſed of this divine diſpo- 


ſition. He is never ſo perfectly 
happy himſelf, as when conferring 


that bleſſing on others. — That I 


may in my turn follow his bright 
example, I am going to bid you 
4 | adieu, 
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adieu, for I ſee his chariot at the 
door.— have only to meet him 
with a ſmile. 


Yours. 


C. GRANVILLE. 


Lier 


ral 


the 


uM 


LE. 
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Eren 


From and to the ſame. 


— 


London. 
TILL here, my dear; but our 
day is fixed: on Thurſday we 
leave this ſultry place, where I 
am half ſuffocated with heat and 


duſt. The laſt three or four days 


have been quite unſufferable, we 
have had a ſpecimen of the Indies. 
It is true we are very ſeldom ſub- 
ject to this inconveniency in Eng- 
land, and therefore ought to bear 
it with more temper; but we are 
eaſily diſcompoſed. One day too 
warm, the next too cold, now 
rainy, then duſty. Terrible afflic- 
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tions theſe, Harriot, to thoſe who 


know no others. Would to hea- 


ven, my dear, that every living 


creature felt theſe changes as ſe- 
verely as you and I, it would be a 
convincing proof they were not diſ- 
treſled by any real calamities: but 


you will generally find where there 


are none of the latter, imagina- 
tion immediately ſupplies us with 


a competent portion of ideal ones, 
which are in fact the worſt of all, 


ſince they lye beyond the reach of 
medicine. Were it not for this, 
there would be too great a diſpro- 
portion of happineſs between the 
poor and rich: as it is, our ſitua- 
tions in that reſpect, are much 
more on a par than we generally 


imagine. — But adieu, I did not ſit 


down 
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down to write moral reflections, I 
meant only to tell you, we are on 
the wing for Roſe-hill, where your 
next letter will find me impatient 
for its arrival, and ſtill more fo for 
the confirmation of the affair you 
mention. I highly approve of your 
choice : I know him, I eſteem him; 
but, to tell you the truth, if I did 
not, ſuppoſing you did, I ſhould be 
half tempted to adviſe you to take 
him without loſs of time, as I 
find myſelf of ſuch importance, 
ſince I became a wife, that I ſhall 
very ſoon think it too great a con- 
deſcenſion to keep up a regular 
correſpondence with an inſigni- 


-ficant girl.— Vet write I muſt, till 


they lay a heavy tax on pens, ink, 
and paper. And, to tell you a ſe- 
Vor. I. E cret, 
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fecret, I do not very well know 
where to pick up another friend, 
who will agreeably fill your place, 
and ſo kindly indulge my ſcribbling 
humour. —You ſee, my dear, I 
have ſolid reaſons for pleading the 
cauſe of Sir George. Pray tell 
him the obligation I have conferred 
upon him.—There is no neceſſity 
you know to particularize thoſe 
ſaid reaſons, leſt they ſhould not ap- 
pear quite ſo flattering to him as one 
could wiſh.— Once more, I ſay, if 
you hope for the continuance of 
my correſpondence, lead him to 
church without farther ceremony, 
or at leaſt ſuffer him to lead you, 
though it will be pretty much the 
ſame thing in the end.—In ſpite 


of myſelf, my pen never fails to 
lead 
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lead me to the end of my paper. I 
do not believe any penalty could 
prevent my filling it, were it the 
ſize of the carpet. Thank your 
ſtars, that I am at length ſafely ar- 
rived at the end of my journey. 


Fare ye well. 


O. G. 
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From and to the ſame. 


Roſe-hill. 

H with what juſtice may we 
pronounce the pleaſures, the 
happineſs of this world fleeting, 
and of ſhort duration -A few 
days ſince that world never beheld 
four happier people ; now, my dear 
Harriot, it is not in the power of 
imagination to form an idea of 
any four more compleatly wretched. 
—O my G—d! what a ſcene of 
miſery, what infinite diſtreſs are 
we now involved in! My darling 
brother, my amiable ſiſter but, 
great 


enq 
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great as their ſorrows are, ſurely 
they cannot ſurpaſs my Lord's and 

mine 
O Harriot, think what a ſhock, 
what an aſtoniſhing, heart-break- 
ing ſurpriſe, when on our arrival 
at this ſweet place, where we pro- 
miſed ourſelves ſuch ſupreme feli- 
city, where we fondly believed the 
moſt perfect tranquility and hap- 
pineſs awaited. us that mortals can 
know, think, I ſay, when eagerly 
ſpringing from our carriage, we 
with one voice (impatient to em- 
brace our dear little cherubim, 
whom we fondly expected would 
meet us with his uſual engaging 
ſmiles) aſked for him of the ſer- 
vants ; inſtead of anſwering our 
enquiries, a melancholy ſilence pre- 
E 3 vailed 


w 
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vailed amongſt them! No one 
would take upon him to diſcloſe 
the fatal ſecret. Terrified, alarmed, 
we flew into the houſe.—It is in 
vain to attempt a deſcription of 
what followed, when we learned, 
that a week before our arrival, 
Mrs. La Mar had diſappeared with 
the two children ; nor had they, 
though they had made the moſt 
diligent enquiries, been able to diſ- 
cover to what dreadful accident 
they were to attribute ſo ſhocking 
an event. My poor ſiſter has, 
from that fatal moment, been 
| confined to her bed with a violent 
fever; nor has ever ſince ceaſed to 
call upon the name of her darling 
infant, with the moſt piercing la- 
mentations for her irreparable loſs. 

Alas, 


A. i = ̃]˙ . =... xa... ̃²˙ Gi 
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Alas, with what ſeverity does the 
every moment condemn herſelf for 
ſuffering the dear innocent lamb to 
be one moment out of her fight! 
Never, never, ſhe declares, were 
heaverr to reſtore her to life, which 
ſhe now neither expects nor de- 
fires, will ſhe pardon herſelf, for 
being ſo remiſs in the duty of a 
mother, as to leave. him. even for 
a day under the protection of an- 
other. In vain are all our endea- 
vours to conſole her: ſhe no long- 


er pays even the ſmalleſt attention 


to the ſoothing careſſes of my af- 
flicted brother, who never quits 
her bed-ſide, but fits bathing with 
his tears that lovely hand fo lately 
beſtowed upon him, and which we 


all vainly believed had enſured to 


E 4 him 
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him endleſs felicity. For my part, 
I am in a ſituation but little bet- 
ter. What with my unfeigned 
affliction for the loſs we have ſuſ- 
tained, our fruitleſs anxiety to ac- 
count for ſo extraordinary an ac- 
cident, my conſtant attendance on 


the dear creature whoſe ſorrows, 


whoſe piercing reflections, wound 
my very foul: what with all theſe 
ſad circumſtances, I ſay, andthehor- 
rid idea that we may not only ne- 


ver more behold that ſweet angel, 


but alſo be deprived of his amiable 
mother, I find myſelf ſo exceed 
ingly indiſpoſed, that I fear I ſhall 
ſoon be unable to pay her that at- 
tention ſhe ſo juſtly merits. My 
Lord, though he tenderly loves 
his charming ſiſter, is in perpe- 
tual 
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tual terrors, leſt my anxiety on 
her account ſhould injure my 
health. Alas ! it has already ſuf- 
fered moſt ſeverely. But you may 
believe. I conceal from him as 
much: as poſſible my illneſs ; yet 
my altered looks but too plainly 
declare it. Heaven only knows 
what will be the end.of this aſto- 


niſhing. event: it is certainly. one 


of the moſt: extraordinary that ever 
was known.. Had ſhe met with 
any accident while out with. the 
children, ſurely it would, by ſome 
means or other, have come to the 
knowledge of the family. Sup- 
poſe a ſudden fit of ſickneſs, a 
fall, robbers—nay, even ſudden 
death, ſtill, I ſay, one would ima- 
gine it impoſſible that any of theſe 

E 5 could 
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could happen without coming to 
the knowledge of ſome of the 
neighbourhood. But the chil- 
dren—allowing that it was a ſud- 
den death—what is become of 
them ?—What, I ſay, can be the 
fate of that innocent angel ſo 
juſtly dear to us all? — Oh, my 
dear Harriot, my foreboding heart 
tells me, if he is not ſoon reſtored 
to our prayers, he will not be the 
only one for whom we ſhall have 
to mourn: I am convinced, if 
that bleſſing is denied us, all hopes 
of his lovely mother's recovery 
muſt be at an end. Ah, my 
G—d! avert this threatened af- 
fliction !—-O Harriot, ſhould my 
prophetic fears prove juſt, what 
will become of my beloved brother, 
whoſe 
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whoſe happineſs 1s bound up with 
hers ? He adores her, Harriot ; yes 


he at this ſad moment adores her, 


if poſſible, more than ever. 

Thus have I told you the fatal 
cauſe of our affliction, but to tell 
you to what a degree we are af- 
flicted is not, my dear Harriot, in 
the power of language.—I need 


hardly inform you. that we have- 
uſed, and ſtill are uſing every poſſible. 
means to unravel this diſtreſſing. 


myſtery. 


Yours,. 
C. G. 
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LET T EN XII. 
From and to the ſame. 


Roſe- hill. 


HAT ſome'dreadful accident 
has for ever robbed us of 


our beloved child; alas} we can 
no longer entertain the ſmalleſt 
doubt. F ſhould not have ſo long 
neglected writing to you, my deareſt 
Harriot, had I not delayed it day 
after day; ftill flattering myſelf 
with the delightful hopes, that I 
ſhould be able to remove that ten- 


der concern which I well know 


you feel for our ſorrows. Thoſe 
pleaſing hopes are now wholly 
* an end; for though every poſ- 


ſible _ 
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fible means has been uſed to na 


' purpoſe, we have not been able to 


gain the ſmalleſt information, 
which could lead us to a diſcovery. 
All that is now left us is to ſubmit 
with becoming reſignation. to the 
will of heaven.. Hard, hard: in- 
deed, my deareſt Harriot, is the 
taſk ; but our duty, as well as our 
future peace requires it of us: at 
leaſt the attempt to learn that dif- 
ficult leſſon is in our power. We 
may not ſucceed, it is true, but if 
we ſincerely do our endeavours no 
more will be expected. | 
Thus, my dear friend, I, reaſon 
with the afflicted mother: but, 
alas! though I am ſenſible of the 
force, the propriety of theſe ar f 


* yet J feel I cannot, as 


_ ought, 
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ought, profit by them myſelf, 
though I can offer them to ano- 
ther: 

Thank heaven her fever has left 
her. She 1s, however, ſtill ex- 
tremely weak. This, indeed, we 
muſt expect. Could we but pre- 
vail upon her to be as ſollicitous 
for her recovery as we are, our 
hopes might yet revive: but, alas, 
this is far from being the caſe. 
Though ſurely, a paſſion fervent 
as that of her adoring huſband, re- 
quires this proof of her tenderneſs : 
yet for his ſake, at leaſt, if not for 
her own, ſhe ought to uſe every 
effort in her power, It is certain 
the ſtroke ſhe has met with is of 
me moſt afflicting nature it is poſ- 
ſible for humanity to ſuffer. I al- 


low . 
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low it freely: but ſtill, I ſay, for 
the ſake of my beloved William, 
vhoſe future happineſs fo entirely 
depends upon her recovery, ſhe 
ought at leaſt to wiſh for it, to do 
every thing in her power to pro- 
mote an event ſo intereſting to us 
all. Time, and his unremitted aſ- 
ſiduities, will yet, I truſt, recon- 
cile her to the thoughts of life. It 
is certain had we been witneſſes to 
the death of the dear innocent an- 
gel, great as the ſhock would have 
been, yet our grief could not have 
equalled what we ſuffer by the 
pangs of this dreadful ſuſpenſe, 
this horrid uncertainty. I am 
ſometimes of opinion, that he has 
by ſome unfortunate accident been 
killed, and that the poor woman, 
i fear- 
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fearing to reveal the dreadful truth, 
has fled in order to conceal it, and 
ſereen herſelf from thoſe reproaches 
which, though ſhe might not, 
ſtrictly ſpeaking, merit, ſince it is 
poſſible a misfortune of that kind 
might happen in ſpite of her ut- 
moſt care, yet, in the exceſs of our 
grief and affliction, ſhe had but 
too much reaſon to expect. I men- 
tioned · this. conjecture both to my 
Lord and my brother. They de- 
clare it by far the moſt probable 
that has yet occurred to us, and 
are perfectly of my opinion. We 
dare not however mention it to my 
ſiſter, leſt an idea of this nature 
ſhould produce ſame unforeſeen 
bad effect; for after all it. is but 
conjecture, though a probable one. 

Could 
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Could we ſpeak with any degree of 
certainty, indeed, we might per- 
haps venture to tell her the truth, 
however ſhocking ; ſince, as I ob- 
ſerved before, ſuſpenſe is ſtill in- 
finitely worſe than any certainty 
can be, —Oh ! Harriot, what a 
cloud has this event caſt upon that 
proſpect of felicity we had ſo lately 
all the reaſon in the world to pro- 
miſe ourſelves ! what a convincing 
proof that mortals are not born to 
enjoy perfect felicity l It is not 
the will of heaven, we ſhould: nor 
have I the ſmalleſt doubt, though I 


am too apt to murmur and repine, 


but this decree is perfectly con- 
ſiſtent with infinite wiſdom and 
juſtice—Ah, when indeed ſhall I 


_— that ſpirit and vivacity the 
loſs 
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lofs of which you ſo kindly regret, 
and from which you tell me you 
have often received ſo much plea- 
ſure !—Alas, my dear Harriot, I 
have but too much reaſon to fear 
they are both ffed for ever. Were it 
poſſible, I would even now write 
withch earfulneſs, as that might, in 
ſome meaſure, give you the only 
return you aſk for your engaging 
tenderneſs, and the ſhare you fo 
 Hreetly take in all our troubles: 
but it will not do, my dear: every 
attempt of that nature would at 
preſent be fruitleſs. At your re- 
queſt, however, I will endeavour 
as much as poſſible to baniſh all 
melancholy reflections, as they can- 
not, I am ſenſible, reſtore our loſt 
tranquillity, nor do they afford us 
any 
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any degree of conſolation. Why 
then indulge them? you very juſtly 
aſk.— Why, indeed !—Yet in the 
height of affliction we are apt to 
look upon them as the only re- 
maining comfort our ſorrows leave 
us. To begin then, let us look for- 
ward with joy and gratitude to the 
perfect recovery of our lovely 
Charlotte, and the tranſports that 
wiſhed-for event will give to the 
heart of my amiable brother. Let 
me alſo reflect, with the pleaſure I 
ought, on the innumerable attrac- 
tions of my engaging huſband, 


whoſe tender attachment ſeems 


every moment to gain new ſtrength, 
inſtead of being weakened by time, 
as is too generally the caſe.— Ves, 
Harriot, though we have now been 
mar- 
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married almoſt three months, yet I 
have all the reaſon in the world to 
believe he now loves me more ten- 
derly, if poſſible, than at the mo- 
ment I gave him my trembling, 
though willing hand at the altar. 


Adieu, 
Moſt ſincerely yours, 
” | 2 G. 


L EN 
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LETTER XIII. 
From and to the ſame. 


Roſe- hill. 


S the winter is now making 
ſwift approaches, and our 
dear Charlotte's health 1s not ſo per- 
fectly reſtored as we ſome time ago 


flatteredourſelves it would be by this 


time, the phyſicians adviſe her to 


ſhun the ſeverity of that ſeaſon in 


England, by going to ſpend it in the 
ſouth of France. This was all 
they thought proper to ſay to her 
upon the ſubject: but to Sir Wil- 


liam and the reſt of us they ſpoke 


with 
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with leſs reſerve, and by what I 


can find it appears to me they fear 
a conſumption. Why elſe ſhould 
they, as they did, - preſcribe with ſo 
much earneſtneſs a ſea voyage ? 
My brother was ſhocked beyond 
expreſſion at the bare mention of 
a remedy which, in his opinion, as 
well as mine, ſeemed calculated 
merely for that dreadful diſorder. 
'They ſaw his diſtreſs, and in order 
to alleviate it as much as poſſible, 
aſſured him they only adviſed it by 
way of making her recovery more 
certain, and as a thing that could 
do her no injury, ſuppoſing their 
apprehenſions without founda- 
tion. | 
„J am, by no means of opi- 
* nion, continued Doctor Wil- 
| mot, 


4c 
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mot, that her ladyſhip is, as 
« you ſeem to apprehend, in a 
«© conſumption already: far from 
% it: but we cannot anſwer for 
« what may happen to one of her 
« delicate conſtitution, afterhaving 
« ſuffered ſo much as ſhe has 
lately done. On that account, 
„Sir William, it is I fo warmly 
«« recommend a ſhort voyage by 
«« ſea. Suppoſe you ſpend a few 
« months at Liſbon, and then 
C either proceed to Aix Montpelier, 
«© or Marſeilles, which ever is moſt 
agreeable, or return from thence 


to England, without going far- 
| << ther, as her ladyſhip's ſituation. 
„ may then require? I am per- 
« ſuaded,” added he, turning to 


2 | Me, 
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me, Lady Rochford's affection 
« for her amiable friend will in- 
« duce her to make one of this 
« agreeable party: my Lord fol- 


„ lows of courſe: If fo I cannot 


doubt the efficacy of my pre- 
« ſcription. Change of air, a 
% warm climate, the ſociety of 
« friends ſo juſtly valued, the va- 
«« riety of new ſcenes you will ne- 


e ceſſarily meet with during this 


« excurſion, will, I flatter my- 
*« ſelf, produce the 93 ef- 
«fects; 

Before he leſt us we agreed to 


propoſe his ſcheme to my ſiſter, 


and if the conſented to it without 
reluctance, we would immediately 
prepare for putting it in execution. 
In ſpite of my terrors at the 

FE: thoughts 


Tt 
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thoughts of the ſea which has al- 
ready twice prevented my going 
with different parties to Paris, I 
readily agreed to accompany our 
dear Charlotte in caſe ſhe could be 
prevailed upon to go. How it 
will be J cannot yet inform you. 
We dare not too earneſtly preſs 
her to conſent, leſt we ſhould alarm 
her, but endeavour to reconcile / 
her to the idea of it by degrees. 
This method; I fancy, will meet 
with ſucceſs. Both Sir William 
and my Lord have been abroad, 
and give us ſugh agreeable ac- 
counts of their travels, that my 
fears are already more than half 
removed. Indeed I never had any 
except in regard to the vile ſea; 
but thoſe, I ſay, they have almoſt 
Wg. Il. F talked 
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talked me out of, and my deſire 


to oblige ſo dear a friend will, 
I doubt not, wholly baniſh the 
ſmall degree of terror that re- 
mains. To ſay truth, I think a 
change of ſcene will be of ſer- 
vice to us all, for here there are 
but too many things which per- 
petually put us in mind of our 


irreparable - Joſs, 
Adieu, my dear Harriot, this is 


a ſubject I dare not dwell upon.— 
Believe me ever yours, 


oe 8 
* 4 1 
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From and to the ſame. 
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it is finally determined we 
are to ſpend the winter at Liſbon... 


The agreeable change in our ami- 
able Charlotte's health and ſpirits; 
gives us the moſt lively hopes, that 
time will at length not only re- 


ſtore her to our ardent prayers, 


but alſo baniſh from her remem- 
brance (or rather enable her to 
bear it with becoming fortitude) 
* irreparable *. which has: 
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been the occaſion of ſuch infi- 


nite diſtreſs. To forget an event 


of that mournful nature is impoſ- 
ſible: but if heaven, in pity to 
our ſufferings, will enable her, I 

ſay, to bear 1t with a tolerable 
ſhare of reſignation, it is all we 


can reaſonably hope for. + 
My brother has a very particu- 


lar friend who is a Captain in the 
Navy. Fortunately for us, he is 
at this very time ordered to the 
Mediterranean. With him we are 
to go as far as Liſbon, at leaſt. 


Perhaps, if we find that benefit 


from the ſea with which we flatter 


ourſelves, and that all our fears and 


apprehenſions of its danger vaniſh, 


after having tried it, we may con- 
tinue his gueſts ſome time longer. 


But 
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But this, however, is at preſent 


quite uncertain. As Captain San- 
ford is one of the moſt agreeable 
men in the world, we have all 
imaginable reaſon to believe our 
party on board will be perfectly 
pleaſing. Nothing, on his part, 
Jam poſitive, will be wanting w 
render it fo in every reſpect to the 
utmoſt of his power, which is not 
very limited; as he has a fine for- 
tune, beſides his preferment in his 
profeſſion, and, as I am told, he 
lives like a Prince. 

Shall I tell you, my dear, that 
this ſame Commander had once a 
tendreſſe for a certain friend of 
yours, who, in ſpite of the cha- 
rafter here given of him, could 


not ;provail. on her heart to return 
F 3 his 
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his tenderneſs ?—Abſence- and faſt ; 
water has long fince, I doubt not, 
wrought his cure, as they ever 
have been found to be infallible 
remedies for a wounded heart.— 
But I forget, this affair was no 
ſecret to you, as T had the'plea- 
fire of your company at the time 
I was fo honoured. | You, Har- 
riot, know him to be an amiable 
man. I truſt then our voyage, 
to which I cannot ſay T look for- 
A ward without ſome cowardly emo- 
tions nevertheleſs, will be as agree- 
able as the nature of the thing 
g will admit. He has already re- 
| _ ceived his ſailing! orders, ſo that 
all we wait for now' is a fair wind. 
To-morrow we ſet off for Ports- 
mouth, there to wait a ſummons 
"wy from 
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from our Commander.—Could I 
but conquer this ſaid cowardice, I 


ſhould promiſe myſelf no ſmall 
pleaſure from the expedition, as 1 
have ever had the ſtrongeſt defire 
to ſee as much of the world as po- 
fible ; but hitherto that womanly 
weakneſs has greatly baulked the 
gratification . of this laudable in- 
clination. Thoſe who have only 
ſeen their native land, are in ge- 
neral apt to fancy no other worth 
their notice: this, however, is 
one of the many ridiculous preju- 
dices I have ever condemned. I 
allow a reaſonable: ſhare of partia- 
lity for one's on country, but 
deſpiſe it when carried to exceſs.— 


Our correſpondence, my dear Har- 


_— will by this event receive a 
4 F 4 ſmall 
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ſmall interruption : I ſhall not be 2 
able to hear from you every week lat 
or ten days, as I do now, Need I * 
tell you this is one of my regrets? * 
J have been fo long accuſtomed to m 
this pleaſing indulgence, that I * 
fear my heart will murmur a good * 
deal when deprived of a pleaſure * 


ſo dear to it. To exiſt without 


almoſt impoſſible: it is become to 
me, what all habits are, one of 
the artificial neceſſaries of life. 1 
will tell you what I. propoſe, in 
caſe J have the good fortune to 
eſcape ſea - ſickneſs; which, for 
my comfort, I am told is of all 
others the moſt intolerable, | tho 
not the moſt dangerous: that i is, 


wh dear, to a regular oa 
n 
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'nal of all our proceedings from 
day to day; and the moment I 
land, either at Liſbon, or any 
other place from whence one can 
convey a letter, I ſhall diſpatch 
my packet to you, whatever figure 
it may happen to make. By this 
means I ſhall never be wholly at a 
loſs for amuſement, and you will 
receive a more minute account of 
our motions, than you could poſ- 
ſibly do were I to leave the whole 
to be wrote at one fitting. I hope 
you approve of my plan: the idea 
of it alone gives me ſuch pleaſure, 
that it will be cruel to us both if 
that vile ſickneſs, which I confeſs 
I dread, ſhould deſtroy it.— I have 
been. aſſured, Harriot, that this 
ſame formidable diſorder is exceed- 
| 4 _ angly 
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in gly like another to which we poor 
matrimonized Ladies, are- but too 
ſubject. Ah heaven forbid 1 
fhould be tormented with both 
Yet, would you believe it, my 
dear ?—But no, poſitively, I will 
not believe it myſelf: ſo, do you 
hear? 1 charge you not to enter- 
tain the ſmalleſt idea of it neither. 
After all, Harriet, it is very 
hard upon us poor females, I 
muſt confeſs: F- think the men 
ſhould at leaſt have been doomed 
to take half the trouble from the 
weaker veſſel, by bearing 85 408 | 
_ Hhemfelves, 0 [211 od iv ol 2 
2:2F'think' 4:\ſee a club ofletirate 
macaronies groaning under the 
burden of their ſon and heir, and 
Wo tender * conſoling each 
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other in their affliction, and griev- 
ing for the loſs of their ſhapes. 
What a laughable idea! I muſt 
fly this inſtant to Charlotte, to 
communicate this bright thought : 
It has really diverted me, and I hope 
it will: produce the ſame agreeable 
effect on her. No matter how ri- 
diculous, ſo it does but help to ba- 
niſh melancholy reflection. | 
Adieu: vou ſhall hear of me 
when arrived at Portfrouth. » 
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q | Portſmouth, Nov. 6. 
1 ERE we are, m my dear Har- 6 
riot, and from our windows 6 
have a full view of that tremen- 
dous body of water, on which we | 
| expect every moment to truſt our | 
ſafety. I proteſt the ſight of it | 
creates in me ſo many fears and ap- | 


prehenſions, that I would give 
worlds to be off the ſcheme. At 
this moment the waves riſe moun- 
tains high : at leaſt, to my terrified 
imagination they appear ſo : though 
our gentlemen laugh at the idea, 

de- 
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declaring it is at preſent a perfect 
calm. It may be ſo: but if this 
is what they ſtyle a calm, heaven 
defend me from ever ſeeing a ſtorm; 
ſince death and deſtruction muſt in- 
evitably follow. 

We have juſt been walking round 
the fortifications, in order to view 
the noble proſpect, as they call it, 
to greater advantage. I grant it 
may be noble, it certainly is awful 
to the laſt degree; and were I to 
have no farther buſineſs with it 
than to admire it at a convenient 


diſtance, I might perhaps ſpeak of 


it with as much enthuſiaſm as the 
reſt of our party. In this I do not 
include our dear Charlotte, who 
has no greater ſhare of courage than 
myſelf; nor has ſhe yet ſeen it, ex- 
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cept from the: windows; not being 
able to accompany us 1n our walk, 
In her preſence,” you may believe, 
Jaffect to be a perfect heroine. Not 
Capt. Sandford himſelf talks with 
more unconcern of the voyage than 
Ido; but heaven knows 1 am, in 
this caſe at leaſt, the verieſt hypo- 
Crite that. lives. It is too late how- 
ever to draw back, go I muſt now, 
that is poſitive; ſo I may as n 
do the thing with a good grace. 
My Lord and my brother FIND. 
been on board, and give us the moſt 
flattering account of the accommo- 
dations prepared for our reception. 
AA wiſh it was fairly over, and we 
were once more fettled in perfect 
health and tranquillity at our 
charming retreat. Vet atthis ſeaſon 
3193 | | that 
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that would not be quite the thing 
ee London then. 

As I live the whole houſe is in a 
buſtle: as ſure as death the wind 
is grown favourable: they have all 
the morning foreſeen a change. — 
Harriot, it is even ſo—I vow my 
heart ſinks at the very idea of ſetting 
my foot on board. How in the 
name of fortune could I be ſuch a 
fool Here they come full ſpeed 
to tell me this provoking news.— 
Ah, I cannot, poſitively I cannot 
go, ſo it does not ſignify.— Ten 


days at ſea perhaps, and ſick as death. 


—Ah, would to heaven, Harriot, 
every phyſician in London was 
doomed to float on this frightful 
element the reſt of his life. 


M 
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Adieu, 


— — — — — . 2 — 
PEO Ou DATES - 
— # n * 2 Me ad”; __ — 


Dee 
3 . 1 


9 


As (5.44 


ro__ — — — — rr — — hint tie — —— 
+ = pe 


r— 2 
* - 2 


— — >—_ —ů — 


I 
4 
4 
1 

N 

4 | 
C1] 
1 
= 
1 
* {| 
2 
N , 
f 

f 

| 
4 
= 
*T 3 
v þ 
:\ 
N 

! 


— 3 a. - 8 * » 
3— — R et n „ een 
— * EPR SE INE: c 8 „ I_ 
- 


2 > 


112 He 1s FounD AT LasT. 
Adieu, adieu: my Lord waits to 
lead me to the boat. -I tremble 


from head to foot, and they have 
the civility to laugh at my emotions. 


Once more 11 


| ” Adieu. 


* 
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LETTER XVI. 


From and to the ſame. 


1 Linen, Nov. 30. 


'Y the beſt; nay indeed, by the 
only argument that could have 
convinced me, (namely, the being 
once more ſafely placed on dry 
land) I am now certain it is juſt 


poſſible for people to truſt them- 
ſelves on the face of the deep, and 
yet eſcape with life. It. is juſt poſſi- 
ble I ſay, but J proteſt that is all 
that can be ſaid for it. How ridi- 
culous then to put their lives in the 
power of a meer poſſibility 
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do be ſure, it was of all things in 


life the moſt likely I ſhould, during 


our voyage, keep à regular: jour- 
nal ! I fancied I ſhould have no- 


thing elſe to do but to place myſelf at 


my writing- table, and proceed with 


as much compoſure as when at home. 


Why, my dear, I had not got half- 
way'down the oadin · ſtairs before 1 
actually thought myſelf at the point 


fnbing what; I ſuffered. Had I 
Tontimued as ill the whole time as I 


found myſelf the firſt three or four 


days, there would have been no neeil 
of drouning. But make me thank · 


ful, it is over; and if ever I am 4 
ſecond time guilty of ſuch a piece of 
folly, call me by what civil name 


am 
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am I to get back to England? 
Ah, poſitively, I will wait till they 
build a bridge for me between Ca- 
lais and Dover; ſo you reed not 
expect to ſee me quite ſo ſoon as 
you imagined you ſhould. 

But II promiſed your 4 journal 
Take the folting HI I wrote 
with my pencil at thoſe moments 


when I was not abſolately dying, 


lever make a point, you know, 
of keeping my word a far” 2 pol⸗ 
idle. r ee FR eng 
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Thurſdey Nor. 10. Led tby 'my 
Lord from the inn at Portſmouth to 
the Boat whith-waited to convey us 
on *board.—Terrified te dearh. 
Wirh no ſmall difficulty handed in 
with the reſt of our party.—8o un- 
D mercifully 
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tars pan able to ae their aſto- 
niſhment at my cowardice, which I 
read in their weather- beaten looks, 
though they ſaid nothing. A num- 
ber of  genteel young men, our no- 
1 Captain at their head, ready to 
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more violent N than the firſt, 
at the thoughts « of ſcrambling from 
the boat to the ſhip. — This proved 
unneceſſary, by the agility, the gal- 
lant aſſiduity of the aforeſaid young 
gentlemen. Led to the cabin by 
the agreeable Capt. Sanford — Sick 
as death before we reached it. 
Staggered to the firſt chair that came 
in my way, unable to keep my feet. 
"PIE. e full as bad. 
Ad- 
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Adviſed to retire re to our 
apartments, as the only means tore- 
move our diſorder; which they aſ- 
ſured us would not laſt above an 
hour or two. We did ſo. Worſe 
and worſe. —Half ſtifled for want 
of air. Out of my wits with terror 
when I heard the waves daſhing a- 
gainſt the ſhip, and when I eonſi- 
dered there was only a few thin 
planks between me and eternity. 
Preſently found myſelf hungry. 
Swallowed a baſon of broth and 
wing of a chicken.—Worlſe than 
before. Fell aſleep, in ſpite of all 
my fears, nor once waked ll next 
morning. 

Friday, Nov. 12 2. — Able to pre- 
ſide at the tea- table. On that ac- 


count a little reconciled to my ſitu- 


> — - . = = a — - 
. . ee LIES P 
b ; — — IS 3 4 : l 
- 9 * = 4 — * - . — 
Jo 
2 r 8 


118 HE 1s Found AT LAST. 
ation. Venture upon deck, Re- 
ceive a thouſand congratulations 
on my recovery from the officers, 
who convince me, by their polite- 
neſs and obliging attention, that 
thoſe of their gallant profeſſion are 
with great injuſtice accuſed of 
roughneſs and want of good breed- 
ing. Our lovely Charlotte unable 
to leave her bed. Sit half an hour 
upon deck. Amazed to find we. 
had already loſt fight of land.— 
None of the moſt lively ideas on 
that diſcovery—A violent toſs of 
the ſhip makes me ſick as ever, — 
Once more obliged to take to my 
bed. —Appear- no more that day, 
to the great mortifieation of our 
beaux mirines, who were, no doubt, 
A with my company — Our 
Abi- 
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Abigails utterly incapable of doing 
their duty. — All the Gentlemen il 
cager to ſupply. their places. 

Saturday, Nov. 13.—A perfect 
tempeſt !—Terrified beyond ima- 
gination,—Dying with ſickneſs. — 
Screaming every moment to know 
if we were got to Liſbon,—En-_ 
treating to be ſet on ſhore, no. 
matter where, rather than continue 
where I was. ——My, ſweet ſiſter per- 
fectly of my opinion, and begging 
to accompany me.—The Gentle- 
men playing at backgammon in the 
' moſt proyoking tranquillity. —Tell 
them they are a ſet of inſenſible 
wretches, and their affected courage 

mweerly the conſequence of their ig- 
norance of the danger we were in. 
—They in return aſſure me there 
could 
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could not be finer weather: that it 
was nothing more than a pleaſant 
breeze, which would waft us to 
the end of our journey in two or 
three days, when 1 ſhould laugh at 
paſt fears and apprehenſions. 

Sunday, Nov. 14.— Still a ſtorm. 
— Unable to lift my head the 
whole day. ; 

Monday, Nov. 15.—Little bet- 
ter. Sit uphalf an hour.—Obliged 


to lye down again. —Riſe no more 


that day. 1 8 | 
Monday, Nov. 16. 1 9 
morning. Able to get up to break - 


faſt. Charlotte appears alſo at the 


tea- table for the firſt time. Our 
ſickneſs tolerably over.— We are 
prevailed on to go upon deck. 


by 
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bythe ſurrounding ſonsof Neptune, 
who make it their ſtudy to amuſe us. 
A party formed for the evening at 
quadrille.— Two card-tables. — A 
great deal of lively chat. We be- 
gin to loſe our fearful apprehen- 
ſions, and fancy one may paſs a 
few days at ſea in a very agreeable 
manner; but ſtill wonder any Gen- 
tleman ſhould make choice of a 
profeſſion which excludes him ſo 
many months in the year from the 
pleaſures of ſociety. e 

Tueſday, Nov. 17. — Neglect 
my journal. 

_ Wedneſday, Nov. 18.—Ditto. 

Thurſday, Nov. 19.—Take up 
my pencil, but find myſelf tired of 
it, finding ſo little variety in the 
buſineſs. | 
Vor. I. G Fri- 
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Friday, Nov. 20. Neglect it for 
the ſame reaſon. 
Saturday, Nov. 2 1. Ditto. 
Sunday, Nov. 22.— Summoned 
by the Gentlemen to go upon 


deck. Moſt agreeably ſurpriſed 


with a view of Liſbon.—That 
pleaſure every moment improved 
by our nearer approach.—The moſt 


enchanting proſpe& imagination 
can form.—Fielding's deſcription 
of it utjuſt.—Something to be al- 


lowed, however, for the difference 
of taſte and the ſeaſon. —I now 


declare all I have ſuffered a trifle, 


being amply rewarded by ſo fine a 


fight. - Wiſh myſelf able to give 
you a defeription of it; but find- 
ing that beyond the reach of my 


abilities, you muſt wait till my re- 
L. | turn, 
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turn, when I can call in the aſſiſt- 
ance of my friends, Who are no 
leſs charmed than I am. — All im- 
patience to get on ſnore.—Obliged 
to walt till ſome ceremonious forms 
had pafied between our Commander 
and the Governor.—Thoſe: over, 
our barge is manned, we take leave 
of our agreeable companions, and, 
attended by Capt. Sanford, are con- 
veyed to the hotel from whence 1 
diſpatch this packet, and where we 
Rall -perhaps | SOREN: the whole 
winter. NOI} 3 


jo pany for — journal. It 
wil preſent BY yeu a moſt agreea- 
ble variety, and, no doubt, make 
you ambitious of | paſſing ten days 
or a fortnight, in the ſame lively 
manner. No, no, Harriot, ſtay 
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where you are, and be thankful * 
hat you are wiſe enough without al 
croſſing the ſea, to acquire a greater P! 
ſtock of knowledge. My peregri- 9 
nations ſhall ſerve us both. Vou ſe 
ſhall find me abundantly commu- tl 
nicative. All I learn by making by 
the grand tour ſhall be much at te 
your ſervice: nor have I the ſmall- ſo 
eſt apprehenſions that it will bur- 1 
den your memory. I forget who 5 


it is that Hays it is only the igno- 
rant and illiterate who are ever 


ſurpriſed at -any thing, however 

new or extraordinary. It is certain, 1 
people who are Coriverſatit.in books < 
cannot be quite ſo much amazed at P 
new ſcenes as "thoſe who have not „ 
had that advantage. We have x 
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voyages and travels publiſhed to 
all parts of the world, that we 
pretty well know what we have'to 
expect when we viſit the places de- 
ſcribed in them. Yet, Harriot, 
though I have not ſuffered my li- 
brary, which is tolerably well filled, 


to lie neglected, I confeſs I gave 
ſome ſtriking proofs of my igno—- 
rance, if the above maxim holds 
good, on my taking a view of this 


very extraordinary town. But I 
will referve a more particular ac- 


count of it for my next letter, and. 


at preſent only tell you, what in- 
deed is infinitely; more to the pur- 
poſe, that our beloved Charlotte 
is, we flatter ourſelves, conſidera- 
bly better than when we left Eng- 


land. We have all imaginable 
G 3 reaſon 
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reaſon to hope that her health will 
in a ſhort time be perſectly re. eſta - 
bliſhed. Were it but poſſible ſhe 
could be brought to reflect on her 
heart- breaking loſs with any de- 
gree of reſignation; had ſhe but 
a ſufficſent mare of fortitude to 
ſuſtain its ſhock, we might yet 
look forward to many days of un- 
interrupted felicity. My brother is 
happy beyond the power of utter 
ance,” to find her ſo much better. 
The Phyſician here aſſure him tliey 
look upon her to be out of danger. 
My Lord is in raptures at every” 


proof of my returning vivacity;\ 


and I, believe me, am no leſs de- 
lighted, ſince I give you my word, 

ee l have for ſome months had 
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my ſhare of troubles, that ſighing 
and tears have no charms for me. 

Adieu, my dear girl. Apropos. 
When do you intend to lay aſide 
that inſignificant appellation? Have 
you forgot my injunctions? Or has 
Sir George forfeited that place in 
your eſteem he once poſſeſſed ? Let 
me know all theſe matters the firſt 


opportunity. 


af: vor C. GRANVIALE,, 
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LETTER: XVII. 
From and to the ſame, 


. 6 Liſbon, Dec. 16. 
LL) ERE we to judge from 
the ruins which ſtill ap- 
pear in every corner of this town, 
we ſhould be apt to fancy that 
the dreadful earthquake, of which 
we have heard ſo much talk in 
England, had happened but yeſ- 
terday. It is impoſſible to con- 
ceive a more extraordinary appear- 
ance than it makes. Here a ſtreet 
of fine new buildings, there an- 
other, once perhaps no leſs lofty, 

now 
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now thrown to the ground. Had 
the inhabitants waited to begin 
rebuilding till thoſe dreadful ruins 
were removed, this generation at 
leaſt muſt have continued to dwell, 
like the Arabs, in tents; ſince I 
am convinced a hundred years 
would not ſuffice for that pur- 
poſe : but they very wiſely left 
that undertaking for their off 
fpring ; and began, without loſs 
of time, to erect for themſelves 
new habitations; and thoſe, I 
give you my word, are in general 
not only commodious, but ele- 
ite 5 3145 3 11 

Me have already been viſited by 
all the Engliſh families in the 
place, which are not a few, and 
many of them moſt agreeable 
Hort! G 5 people, 
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people, who make it their ſtudy 
to ſhew us every poſſible attention 
and civility. We have alſo met 
with ſeveral Gentlemen of our ac- 
quaintance, who, unable to ob- 
tain preferment in England, have 
quitted their native ſervice for that 
of Portugal. I believe, however, 
there are many of them who now 
wiſh they had patiently waited at 
home for promotion, rather than 
to have thus rendered themſelves 
voluntary exiles in a foreign land. 
With the Portugueſe families 1 
fancy we ſhall have hut little inter- 
courſe; as they have a natural re- 
ſerve, ' as well as an inconvenient 
ſhare” of pride, in their compoſi- 
tion, which render them leſs ſo- 
_ than--moſt:other nations: 


* 


1 19 though 


HE 1s Found Ar. LAST. 131 


though we are told by ſome of our 
new friends, that, when, they are 
once informed of our rank in life, 
they will in all probability honour 
us with a formal viſit. To peo- 
ple of diſtinction they will conde- 
ſcend to pay ſome little attention. 
It is the tradespcople and mer- 
chants only they affect to treat 
with leſs reſpe&t.—How abſurd is 

this conduct, my dear Hazriot !— 
Yet we need not go ſo far as Liſ- 
bon to meet with it; it is a folly 
almoſt- as natural to our own cli 
mate as this. 
If I am to form an idea of the 
Ladies here by the generality of 
the ſex I ſee about the ſtreets, I 
am ſorry to ſay, it will not be the 
moſt favourable one. Their dreſs 
G 6 to 
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to me ſeems more calculated to 
diſguiſe than to add to their beau- 
ty.— To me, I ſay, it appears ſo: 
they, no doubt, look upon it in 
a different light, and in all proba- 
bility pay me the fame compli- 
ment : nay, there can be no doubt 
of it; fince, were it otherwiſe, 
they would certainly follow thoſe 
faſhions we think ſo much more 
graceful, and which they might 
copy from the Engliſh Ladies 
_reſiding here; but ſo far are 
they from having any ſuch flat- 
tering deſign, that I am told they 
conſtantly expreſs their ſurpriſe at 
our. want of taſte; and to our 
caps they have an unconquerable 
averſion. - They pride themſelves 
. exceedingly in their fine hair; and 
x 8 fine 
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fine it certainly is, did they know 
how to diſpoſe of it to advantage. 
But let them ſay what they pleaſe 
in favour of their manner of dreſ- 
ſing it, I poſitively inſiſt upon it, 
it is frightful. — Judge, Harriot, 
for yourſelf, when I have told 
you, they comb it all behind, 
leaving the poor forehead quite 
deſtitute ; tie it behind in an enor- 

mous club, whrch, when filled 
with the proper quantity of pow- 
der and pomatum, 1s generally, 
moderately ſpeaking, as large as 
the head to which it appertains. 
Some, it is true, plait it, and with 
a multitude of ſmall combs faſten 
it up as we do; but ſtill their fore- 
head is left without the ſmalleſt 
ſhare ; and by this means looks fo 
v4 ſmooth, 
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ſmooth, ſo bare, and ſo large 
in fine, Harriot, I never ſee one of 
cheſe round, tightened-upheads, but 
long to ſee it in the hands of the 
elegant Monſieur Crapo, my lady- 
ſhip's hair dreſſer. A ribbon, 
bound -tight round the head, and 
a ſprig of flowers or diamonds, 
are all the ornaments they wear. 
The latter J approve, but the for- 
mer is horrid.— They have in ge- 
neral, black eyes, fine teeth, and 
brown complections. The two firſt 
are no inconſiderable parts of 
beauty, nor do I diſlike the lat- 
ter, if perfectly clear. To heigh- 
ten the brillianey of their eyes, 
they lay on a competent portion of 
rouge, which certainly has that 
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to their cheeks, which, were it not 
for the exceſſive heat of the eli - 
mate, tis poſſible they might have 
without the aſſiſtance of art; but 
which, if they had, that heat muſt 
ſoon deſtroy. ' The ſkin , of the 
poorer kind of people, who do not 
pay quite ſo much attention to 
the article of beauty, looks a good 
deal like ſhrivelled parchment, both 
in colour and ſubſtance. _ Yet 
even thoſe , of the inferior rank, 
one would jimagine, do not wholly 
neglect it; ſince one ſeldom ſees a 
woman, either e old or young, hand- 
ſome or otherwiſe, walk the ſtreet 
without a large fan to:{kreen what 
little ſhare ſhe has of beauty from 
the too-piercing rays of the ſun. 
A long cloak, reaching from head 


49M þ is to 


136 He 1s Founp AT LAST. 


to foot, is an invariable part of 
dreſs, both for men and women: 
ſo that T have frequently miſtaken 
a belle for a bean, and a beau for 
a belle: and no wonder ; ſinte the 
former never wears his hat on his 
head, nor the latter a cap: and 
for their hair, they dreſs it both 


alike. Ear-rings, too, are com- 


mon to both. In fine, it is no 


eaſy matter in the ſtreets to diſ- 
tinguiſh which is which. | 

What a volume have I ſcribbled, 
my dear Harriot, and to what an 
inſignificant purpoſe Well might 
the men rail at female ſcrawls, if 
they were all like this. Do, burn 
it, my dear, for the honour of 
our ſex, when you have glanced 
your eye over it.—Should you 
chance 
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Believe me yours, 
C. GRANVILLE, 
LE T- 


Adieu. 
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or profit, 


chance to do it before, you will 
loſe very little, either of pleaſure 
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"LETTER xvVItt. © 


From and to the ſame. 


Liſbon, Dec. 29. 


HANK heaven our lovely 
Charlotte 1s now ſo well re- 
covered, that we begin to ſpend our 
time in a very agreeable manner. 
In compliance with our united 
intreaties, ſhe frequently accom- 
panies us to the public places, of 
which there are abundance here of 
every kind, Plays, operas, balls, 
concerts, and private parties with- 
out end, for the ſpirit of hoſpita- 
lity reigns here in every family: 


ſo 
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ſo that we are perpetually engaged 
with one or other. At the. Italian 


opera they have ſome admifable 
voices, and the muſic, ſcenery, 
&c. &. infinitely better than I 
expected. They have alſo; I am 
told, two or three capital players 
at their theatre; but though I have 
ſeveral times been at it, I confeſs 
I am not able to judge of their 
merit, being wholly ignorant O 
the Pertugueſe language; hut he- 
ther at the one or the other, I am 
always ſure to bo pleaſed, for the 
following reaſon: I go with that 
reſolution not as à ſour critic, to 
look for faults, but with a ſeruti- 
1 eye to ſearch for beauties; 
and 


the 151 ſtriking kind, allow them 
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their proper merit. By this eaſy 
method, I have the ſatisfaction to 
be at leaſt fifty times pleaſed for 
ſome peoples once. This is my 
plan in regard to every circumſtance 
through life. Do not you think 
it a very wiſe one? 0 

We were laſt night at a private 
concert, given by a Mr. Benſley, 
a man of large fortune, lately 
married to an immenſe fine wo- 
man, who blazes away in jewels 
at a moſt magnificent rate. After 
the concert, we had an entertain- 


ment fit for an Emperor, then a 


ball, where we danced till ſix 
o'clock in the morning—1 ſhould 
rather ſay they; for I was tired in 
half an hour, and fat down at 


+450 with an agreeable party, 


where 


1 
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where I had the pleaſure of loſ- 
ing my money without loſing my 
temper. During the concert, how 
the good folks came to diſco- 
ver that I could warble a little, 
heaven knows ; but I was, by the 
unanimous voice of the company, 
intreated to favour them witlr a 
ſong. Mrs. Benſley, as an in- 
ducement, offered to accompany 
me with the harpſichord, - which 
ſhe touches divinely. I never, you 
know, make a parade on theſe oc- 
caſions. I deteſt all filly apolo- 
gies, ſuch as colds, hoarſeneſs, and 
all thoſe unmeaning et cæteras ſo 
commonly made uſe of. Univerſal 
applauſe followed of courſe. My 
Lord's expreſſive eyes told me I 
had performed @' merveille.—Sir 
William's too ſaid many obliging 

2 things. 
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things. What a huſband, what 
a brother, my dear Harriot, am 1 
bleſſed with ! A ſiſt er too, amiable 
as an angel, and no leſs lovely. 
She ſtill, it is true, looks rather 
too delicate, too pale; yet to me 
there is ſomething inexpreſſibly 
touching in that kind of languor. 
There may be more beauty in per- 
fect, blooming health; but, in 
my opinion, one in her affecting 
ſituation (handſome as ſhe, is) has 
a thouſand times more attractions 
than the fineſt ſet of features in 
the world can give. It is utterly im- 
poſſible to refute her our pity, love, 
admiration, eſteem; in fine, ſhe 
is the kind of object which can 
never fail to inſpire every tender 
ſentiment. One, and but one, I 
0 bist co traſt, 
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truſt, fatal cauſe of uneaſineſs 
ſtill remains in force againſt her, 
and much I fear it ever will, ſince 
a certainty alone can remove it, 
and that, I apprehend, we never 
ſhall attain.— One cannot, it is 
true, poſitively ſay what may hap- 
pen; but to expect it, would be 
to prepare for ourſelves a diſap- 
pointment. I know not how 
I came to touch on this melan- 
choly ſubject : we endeavour, as 


much as poſſible, to baniſh it from 


our converſation, as well as me- 
mory ; ſince the remembrance can 
only ſerve to imbitter thoſe bleſ- 


ſings which are ſtill left us.— This, 


Harriot, has brought another to 
my mind, not much more pleaſ- 
ing,—Yet ought I to ſay fo?— 

Surely 
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Surely I ought not; ſince my Lord 
looks upon 1t as his greateſt feli- 
city.-You muſt be able to gueſs 
my meaning ;—if not, it is no 
great matter: it is one of . thoſe 
ſecrets which time will, whatever 
pains I may take to conceal it, moſt 
aſſuredly diſcover : fo have a little 
patience, my dear, and all will 
out. Ah, would to heaven it 


were! 


Adieu. 


C. GRANVILLE. 
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LETTER XIX. 
From and. to the ſame. 


Liſbon, Jan. 22. 


\UR friend, Captain Sanford, 
is at preſent. engaged in a 
little adventure, which, I am a 
good deal afraid, may be attended 
with diſagreeable conſequences. 
He was of our party a few days 
ago, on a viſit to the Convent of 
Saint Ann; where we were intro- 
duced»by Mrs. Benſley, who is 
intimately acquainted with ſeveral 
of the Nuns. They are in gene- 
ral fond of receiving viſits from 
Vor I. 1 ſtrangers; 
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ſtrangers ; as they retain to the 
| laſt a defire to know what is going 
forward in the world, though no 
longer permitted to ſhare its amuſe. 
ments: it is for this very reaſon, 
moſt probably, that they are thus 
anxious to converſe with thoſe 
who do. I had the good fortune 
to render myſelf particularly agree- 
able to them, by relatin g a thou- 
ſand little anecdotes, with which 
they were highly entertained, and 
by purchafing all the pretty trin- 
kets they preſented to us for that 
purpoſe. In making flowers they 
excel. In my life I never beheld 
any ſo beautiful as thoſe I bought 
of theſe ingenious ſpinſters.— But 
I was going to tell you about Cap- 
| tain Sanford, who has ſince our 
arrival 
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arrival been to Gibraltar with diſ- 
patches, and is returned hither in 
his way back to England. He was 
with us, I ſay, to viſit-this pious 
ſiſterhood, when Mrs. Benſley en- 
quired of one of them, whether 
Donna Eliza was ſtill under their 
care. They replied, ſhe was, and 
in all likelihood would continue 
ſo till the day was fixed for 
her marriage with Dog Pedro de 
Lorges. | 

« May we not hve the plea- 


e ſure of ſeeing her?? rejoined 


my friend. 1 long much to 
<< ſhew theſe Ladies one of : your 
juſtly- celebrated beauties. 
They ſmiled, and immediately 
rung the bell, ordering the lovely 
Eliza to be called to the grate. In 
H 2 a few 
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a few moments ſhe made her ap- 
pearance ; and, contrary to my 
expectations, (for I had hitherto 
ſeen no very ſtriking beauties 
amongſt them) preſented to our 
view one of the moſt perfect 1 
ever beheld in my life. Her form, 
her face, her air, the tone of her 
voice — in ſhort, Harriot, poor 
Captain Sanford was, by the firſt 
ſight of ſo many charms, inſtanta- 
neouſly robbed of his heart. His 
emòtions were viſible to every one 
of the company — not excepting 
even the fair conqueror, or rather 
the brown; for ſhe is a brunette. 
Even fe herſelf, I ſay, ſav- 
perfedtly the miſchief her ſparkling 
eyes had done. But how was it 
Poſſible ſhe mould not, ſince his, 
not 5 | 8 14 from 
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from the moment ſhe entered the 
room, were fixed upon her ſo in- 
tenſly, that we foundãt abſolutely 
impoſſible to draw them off for a 
ſingle moment to any other object? 
As he is maſter of the Portugueſe 
language, he, no doubt, gave ber 
mare convincing proofs of his ꝓaſ- 
ſion, than merely thoſe glances, 
which were of themſelves abun- 
dantly expreſſive; but, as II did 
not underſtand, the; converſation 

which paſſed between them, Ican- 
not at preſent} inform} you, what 
encouragement, he met with; tho', 
if 1 may. judge hy her, engaging 
ſmiles, I fear poor Don Pedro wall 


find a ſmall revolution in that 


heart he at preſent believes devoted 
to him alone. Mrs. Benſley tells 
fiat? H 3 me, 
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me, this lover, deſtined by her fa- 
mily to the honour of her hand, 


is at leaſt old enough to be her fa- 


ther; but his immenſe wealth ren- 
ders him in their eyes the moſt 


dieſirable match in the kingdom; 


and as ſuch, they have given him 
al promiſe that ſhe ſnall be his, 
whether he has the good fortune 
to appear ſo in thoſe of the charm- 
ing Eliza, or not. What an un- 
pardonable cruelty ! But I am 


perſuaded it will not be Captain 


Sanford's fault, if the old Don 
does not meet with a diſappoint- 
ment. We ſcarcely ever fee him 

now, though, till our viſit at the 
Convent, he was in a manner.one 
of our family. Heaven knows 
what means he is uſing to ob- 
4 tain 
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tain the poſſeſſion of this lovely 
enſlaver ; but that this 1s his pre- 
ſent buſineſs, I make not the leaſt 
doubt. I have a ſhrewd ſuſpicion 
that our two Gentlemen are in 
the ſecret ; as they are, alſo, in a 
greater buſtle than uſual. I wiſh. 
they may not all three get into 
ſome diſagreeable ſcrape ; as affairs 
of that nature are no joke in this 
country, where a man may be diſ- 
patched in the twinkling of an eye 
without the ſmalleſt ceremony.— 
The following ſtory is 4 pretty 
* proof of what I aſſert. 

A Gentleman who was pay- 
ing his addreſſes to a Lady, had 
A rival, whom he looked upon 
as rather formidable. Going 
7 along the ſtreets one night, he 

H 4 . thought 
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„ thought he ſaw him at the cor- 
«« ner of that in which his miſ- 
*« treſs lived. The darkneſs fa- 
*««.vouring'his deſign, he inſtantly 
ran and ftabbed him to the 
«« heart; but finding he had been 
«« deceived by reſemblance, coolly 
„ begged his pardon, ſaying, he 
„ took him for another perſon; 
and very deliberately walked off, 
leaving him, without any ſha-- 
« dow of neut to von un happy 
„ fte. „ lle 145 

in my next I mall, Fan 
be able to tell you more of Cap- 
tain Sanford's affair, as I am de- 
' termined to be particular in my 
enquiry about him. That his 
deſigns are honourable I am cer- 


taln ; I know him too well to en- 
> It tertain 
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tertain the ſmalleſt doubt of that. 

But what then? this does not ren- 
der the affair either leſs difficult, 
or leſs dangerous. 

Our dear Charlotte continues to. 
grow better daily. We now talk 
of returning home through France, 
and making ſome ſhort ſtay at 
Paris. If I do not viſit that cele- 
brated city now I, am on this ſide 
of the water, I believe it, will hays. 
but a poor chance of ever being 
honoured with my, preſence. be bes 

' » Yours ever, 
C. GRANYIL 155 ; 
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E T K N XI., 
From and to the ſame. 


Liſbon, F eb. 10. 


y apprehenſions were but 

too well grounded, my dear 
Harriot ; poor Capt. Sanford at 
this moment lies dangerouſly 
wounded by the hand of an infa- 
mous aſſaſſin, who had not even 
the civility to aſk his pardon. It 
is true, he did not miſtake his 
man; conſequently no offence. 


The paſſion the Captain had 


conceived for the charming Eliza 
was not of a nature to be eaſily 
conquered he found means to ſee 

2 her 
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her frequently, and had the good 
fortune to find her perfectly diſ- 
poſed to return it with equal ten- 
derneſs. Perhaps the idea of be- 
ing compelled to marry a man for 
whom ſhe had an abſolute aver- 
ſion, might induce her to liſten 
with more complacency to my 
friend's fuit than ſhe would other- 
wiſe have done. It is poſſible, I 
ſay, yet Capt. Sanford is too ami- 
able to merit ſo bad a compliment. 
Be that as it will, ſhe had conſent- 
ed to fly with him to England the- 
firſt fair wind. A day, or rather 
a night, was appointed for her de- 
liverance from captivity ;. every 
thing ſettled, as they fondly ima- 
gined,. in ſuch a manner that they 
might ſecurely bid defiance to diſ- 
H 6. appoint- 
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appointment. A young friend of 
hers, to whom ſhe had communi- 
cated her deſign, and whom ſhe 
had engaged to aſſiſt her in it, had 
the cruelty to reveal the whole af- 
fair to the father of poor Eliza. 


When firſt ſhe took upon. her the 
character of confidant to the lo- 
vers, ſhe certainly was ſincere in 
her promiſes to ſerve them to the 
utmoſt of her power; but it is 
imagined ſhe had herſelf, on a far- 
ther acquaintance with Capt. San- 
ford, "conceived a paſſion for him: 
ſo that her friend being by this 
means converted into that danger- 
ous being, a rival, and deſpairing 
of obtaining him herſelf, ſhe de- 
termined to prevent Eliza's being 


more fortunate. This, I fay, is 
ſup- 
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ſuppoſed to be the cauſe of her 
acting ſo treacherous a part. 

Every thing was prepared for 
their flight, "the ſhip was ready to 
fail at a moment's warning, and 
the means for her eſcape from the 
convent ſettled. He, filled with 
the moſt tranfporting hopes; flew 
to receive his adored miſtreſs, 'who 
was, by the aſſiſtance of her falſe 
friend, and a ladder of ropes, to 
get over the garden-wall. He had 
but juſt reached it, when Re found 
himſelf ſtabbed in the back with 
a dagger; which ſo effectually per- 
formed its office, that he inſtantly 
fell to the ground, t to all appear- 
ance dead. eds led 


His ſervants, who \ were in wait- 
ing at a little diſtance, finding he 
2 did 
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did not return ſo ſoon as they ex- 
pected, ventured to approach, fear- 
ing he had met with ſome accident. 

Judge what muſt be their feelings, 
when they found a maſter they ſo 
juſtly valued in that miſerable con- 
dition. They inſtantly conveyed 
him to his lodgings, and procured 
all poſſible aſſiſtance. Loſs of 
blood had occaſioned a ſwoon; 
from which, with ſome difficulty, 
he was recovered. On examining 
his wounds, the ſurgeon pronounced 
them, though not mortal, extreme- 
ly dangerous, My Lord and Sir 
William were immediately ſent for, 
and infinitely ſnocked they were, 
you may believe, when informed of 
what had happened. It is now near 


a fortnight ſince he met with this 
| | fatal 
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fatal accident, yet is he not pro- 
nounced out of danger. The Doc- 
tors are apprehenſive of a fever: if 
he eſcapes that, they. give us hopes 
of his recovery. That it is to the 
family of Eliza he is indebted for 
this misfortune is moſt certain; yet, 


as he can give no poſitive proofs of 
their villany, all hopes of redreſs are 


fruitleſs : indeed, it would be pretty 
much the ſame thing, if he could 
prove it ever fo clearly. Don Pe- 
dro, after this mortifying proof of 
his miſtreſs's indifference, and 
paſſion for another, has refuſed to 
fulfill his engagement; which has 
ſoexceedingly enraged heravaricious 
father, that he has condemned the 
unfortunate Eliza to remain a pri- 
ſoner for life in the joyleſs ſolitude 
ct! of 
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of her convent, and in a ſhort 
time ſhe is to take the veil. There 


are no hopes of eſcaping now, as 


the whole ſiſterhood are charged 
to keep a watchful eye over the 
conduct of that injured beauty. 
If that melancholy event takes place 


before we quit Liſbon, I intend, 


if poſſible, to be witneſs to the ſo- 
lemn ceremony ; but fear, as we 
are ſo nearly connected with the 
author of her misfortune, it will 
not be an eaſy matter for us to 
gain admittance. Yet Mrs. Benſley 
may perhaps have intereſt enough 
to conquer that difficulty: if ſhe 


ſhould, you ſhall have an account 


of the particulars the firſt oppor- 
tunity. ETD hank your ſtars „ my 
dear, there are none of theſe traps 
1 in 


— 2 + 22 „ a 
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in England: if there were, you 
would not, I preſume, for fear of 
accidents, venture to trifle as you 
do with poor Sir George. For 
his ſake, therefore, I with with 
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„ TERS XN 
From and to the fame. 
Liſbon, Feb. 26. 


'E are e preparing to bid a- 
dieu to all our agreeable 
friends here, which I ſhall not be 
able to do without the moſt ſenſi- 
ble regret. It is impoſſible to ex- 
preſs-half the civilities we have met 
with during our ſhort reſidence a- 
mongſt them. Their obliging at- 
tention and ſtudy to amuſe us has 
been unremitted, and juſtly claims 
our everlaſting gratitude. When 
I wrote to you -alt I did not ima- 
gine we ſhoul- make our departure 
quite 


a 
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quite ſo ſoon as we now propoſe : 


but having an opportunity of go- 


ing in a floop of war as far as Gi- 
braltar, my Lord is of opinion we 
ought not to reject it, as we may 
not perhaps meet with fo pleaſ- 
ing a conveyance when inclined to 
proceed on our tour. The Cap- 
tain is brother to our friend Mrs. 
Benſley, and no leſs agreeable than 


herſelf. He is extremely preſſing 
for us to honour him with our 


company, aſſuring us it ſhalt be his 
ſtudy to render our little voyage as 
agreeable 1 in every reſpect as poſſi- 
ble. We have therefore conſented 
to accept his obliging offer, and are 
to embark as ſoon as he gives us a 
ſummons for that purpoſe. From 
things he is to proceed to Minorca, 

| where 
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where we ſhall in all probability 
accompany him, unleſs we happen 
to meet with: a;ſhip going ſtraight 
to Marſeilles.” 

I have: the pleaſure to inform 
you qur friend Capt. Sanford is in 
a fair way of recovery: I hope be- 
fore we leave Liſbon he will be on 
his way to England. I hope ſo, I 
ſay, becauſe I ſhould be ſorry to 


have him remain here any longer, 


leſt the ſpirit of revenge ſhould 


not yet be quite laid aſide by the 


family of his Eliza. It is im- 
poſſible to ſay where ſuch impla- 
cable; malice will ſtop. For my 
part, I tremble. at the very idea of 
ſueh horxid eruelty. Duels „though 
conducted in what ig called the 
* honourable manner, heaven 

7 knows, 
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knows, are bad en6ugh ; but theſe 
ſtabs in the dark, againſt: which 
there is no guard, no defence, are 
infinitely more ſo. | 

Now, my dear Harriot, let me 
congratulate you on the felicity 
that awaits you. May you be as 
happy as I am, more ſo is impoſſi- 
ble. Tis merely, you tell me, 
to put an end to my importunities, 
and thoſe of Sir Gorge, that you 
have at length given him the pro- 
miſe of your fair hand. — To be 
ſure, my dear, who could paſſibly 
conceive you had any other [reaſon 
for ſuch a condeſcenſion? How 
ridiculous to ' fancy you had any 
partiality for the creature! 
He is very well; that is to ſay, 


an ba — quiet-kind of humdrum 


Ut % 7 9 being, 


166 He 1s Fouxp Ar LasT. 
being, for whom, for that rea- 
«ſon; one can have no violent a- 
« verſion: but as to the idea of 
love, and that ſort of nonſenſe, 
e believe me, it is quite out of 
ce the-queſtion.”  - 
— Theſe, or fancthing to that pur- 
poſe, are your Ladyſhip's words I 
think, and a very pretty ſet they 
are, and wondrouſly to the pur- 
poſe.” Do not be ſaucy, Harriot : 
take him, my dear, and be thank- 
ful you are not doomed- to ſhare 
the fate of poor Eliza, who would 
now, I preſume, be glad to accept 
even the withered hand of her old 
lover Don Pedro, in order to be 
freed from her joyleſs priſon. Not 
that I look upon happineſs to be 
incompatible with a convent: ma- 
| | ny, 
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ny, I am convinced, paſs their 
days in them. with a tolerable ſhare 
of tranquilfelicity. YetIcannot fan- 
cy there are any conſiderable num- 
ber of them, compared to the mul- 
titude who ſigh in vain for liberty. 
Their making a voluntary choice 
of retirement I look upon to be 
very little to the purpoſe. We may 
perſuade ourſelves, .,till convinced 
by fatal experience to the contrary, 
that, when free from the cares, 
the troubles and vanities of the 
world, they muſt enjoy infinitely 
more ſatis faction, than thoſe who 
engage in them: but, while mak 
ing theſe reflections, they forget 
there are, to balance thoſe evils, a 
thouſand rational. . pleaſures ; of 
which, when they are no longer 
at 
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at Überty to partake, 1 J fear they 
even fancy more deſirable than 
they really are. We ſeldom know 
the juſt value of any bleſſing till 
in danget of loſing it: ſo it is 
with theſe Pious damſeſs, I mike 
no dbubt, The love of liberty is 
too natural to us for us ever to be 
thoroughly reconciled to a ſtate of 
captivity * : why then, you will per- 
haps aſk me, ſince I look upon li- 
berty to be ſo great a bleſſing, am 


. perpetually teaſing you to reſign 


yours ; for many, I am ſenfible, 
affect to ſpeak of matrimony” in 
that ſtyle. My anſwer is, I am 
not one of thoſe : on the contra- 


ry, matrimony, in my opinion, 


leaves us, if we are ſo happy as to 


be united to a man of ſenſe, full 
as 
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as much liberty as any rational 
woman ought to defire, and infi- 
nitel/ more, it muſt be confeſſed, 
than many of our modern females 
make a proper uſe of. But no 
more of that, there are tongues 
enough without mine, to expatiate 
on this fruitful ſubject. Let you 
and I, my dear, from thoſe morti- 
| fying examples, learn to ſee their 
2 conduct in a proper light; and a- 
1 void thoſe errors we ſo juſtly con- 
n demn. With this moral reflection, 
for which I hope you will give me 
due praiſe, I muſt put an end to 


n 

n my epiſtle, having half an hun- 
L- dred viſits. to pay before our de- 
n, parture; which, for any thing I 
to at preſent know to the contrary, 


may be to-morrow; Adieu. | q 
| G4 
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LETTER XXII. 
From and to the ſame. 


Gibraltar, March 12. 


'T would be paying a very poor 
compliment to your knowledge 
in hiſtory, were I to tell you, by 
way of information, that Gibral- 
tar is an ammenſe rock. You have 
heard ſo a thouſand times, Harriot, 
ſo had I, but it is nevertheleſs cer- 
tain, that nothing but ſeeing 1t 
with your own eyes, can give you 
the ſmalleſt 1dea of 1t, notwith- 
ſtanding all you have heard. I 
cannot expreſs my aſtoniſhment 
| when 
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when I firſt beheld it: to me it ap- 
peared, when even at its very foot, 
abſolutely inacceſſible, at leaſt to 
any human creature, whatever it 
might be to others: yet ſo far is it 
from being uninhabitable, that 
there are no leſs than ſeven regi- 
ments of infantry on it, beſides 
many people of all countries, de- 
nominations, and religions; ſuch 
as Jews, Turks, Chriſtians, &c. &c. 
To view it, I ſay, at the ſmalleſt 
diſtance, one would pronounce this 
abſolutely incredible, ſince there 
does not appear to be one ſingle 
ſpot where any living ſoul could 
poſſibly climb, without endanger- 
ing his neck. Yet here we are, 
Harriot, lodged in the moſt agree- 
able manner imaginable, thanks to 

ag I 2 the 
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the civility of the Commanding 
Officer, who, on our arrival, with 
the greateſt politeneſs inſiſted on 


our accepting his houſe during our 
ſtay ; aſſuring us he could, with- 


out the ſmalleſt inconveniency, ac- 
commodate himſelf among his 
friends. This offer, you may be- 
lieve, was too agreeable to be 
refuſed. From our windows we 
can gather from the trees, which 
afford us the moſt delightful ſhade, 
figs, oranges, and ſeveral other 
fruits in high perfection. And 
for flowers, Harriot, you would be 


tempted, to envy me, did you ſee. 
how profuſely I am adorned with 


a thouſand various kinds. How 


all theſe are produced here is my 
amazement, ſince I am perſuaded. 


there 
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there is no one ſpot of earth to be 
met with above an inch in depth. 
The weather is at preſent delight- 
ful, but muſt, in a ſhort time, 
ceaſe to be ſo, as in ſummer the 
heat is intolerable; and no won- 
der, ſince the reflection of the 
ſun from the rock, which they 
have no means to avoid, muſt ren- 
der it a perfect oven. You, Har- 
riot, who are ſo partial to a red 
coat and cockade, ſhould by all 
means come here, where you will 
be ſurrounded by hundreds from 
morning to night. It is impoſſi- 
ble to do juſtice to the polite at- 
tention that is paid us by theſe 
ſons of Mars : but it is their gene- 
ral character in every part of the 
world, and they certainly deſerve it. 
$5. I 3 For 
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For my part, I look upon them to 
be the firſt of men.— N. B. My 


Lord was in the army till I took 
him priſoner. 3 
The principal thing wanting 


here is the ſociety of the fair. 


There are indeed a fe Ladies, per- 
haps a dozen or two; but as thoſe 


are married, the men find them- 
ſelves exceedingly at a loſs for a 


little flirtation, without which 
there is no living, at leaſt no liv- 


ing agreeably. By this means, 


however, the few that are here are 


perfectly adored, and looked upon 


as divinities; though, to ſay truth, 


in any other place they would not 


rank as firſt- rate belles, whatever 
they have the good fortune to do in 


and 


o 
— 


H 1s Found AT LAs r. 175 


and conſequently give themſelves 
no concern about encreaſing their 
number. You need not read the 
above line to Sir George, my dear, 
as I think I have not expreſſed my- 
ſelf quite ſo well as I might have 
done on the occaſion ; but it ſhall 
paſs, I hate blots. 

To-morrow the Officers are to 
give a ball on our account, leſt we 
ſhould be gone before the uſual 
night of their afſembly ; we ſhall 
then, no doubt, ſee their whole 
collection to the beſt advantage. 
You will perhaps wonder they 
ſhould take the trouble to have aſ- 
ſemblies, fince there are only a 
few ſober married dames to figure 
at them : ſo do I, my dear, to tell 


you the truth; for it is certain _ 
| "I never, 


* 
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never, for my own part, could take 
the trouble to foot away an even- 
ing with a married man, though 
handſome as an angel. But had 
we, like theſe good folks, been 


deſtined to live in a place of this 


retired nature, we ſhould, no 
doubt, like them, be glad to make 
the beſt we could of our ſituation, 
which, it is certain, they do, to 


the utmoſt of their power. They 


| have cards, .concerts, and even 
plays. In the laſt of theſe, I am 


told, many of the Gentlemen per- 


form, with great applauſe. What 
particularly diverts me here, as 
well as it did at Liſbon, though 


till now I never, I believe, men- 
tioned it, is to ſee both belles and 


e airing, not on horſe, my 
dear, 
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dear, but on aſs-back. The figures 
they make when thus mounted is 
laughable to the laſt degree: It is 
impoſſible to conceive any thing 
more ridiculous, All that grace- 
ful elegance on which we London 
damſels pique ourſelves when rid- 
ing, is here quite out of the que- 
ſtion: all they mean is, literally 
taking the air: ours, by the way, 
might frequently, with juſtice, be 
called taking the duſt : but be that 
as it will, we certainly beat them 
all to nothing in point of figure. 
My Lord inſiſts upon it I ſhall, 
before we go, mount one of theſe 
horrid creatures, that I may for 
the future ſpeak of them with 
more reſpe& : but I believe I ſhall 
beg. to be excuſed, as I have no 

85 1 idea 
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idea of making ſo ridiculous a fi- 
gure. At preſent I have ſome rea- 


ſon to flatter myſelf the good peo- 
ple here look upon me as rather 


more than tolerable: after that, 


you know, the thing would be 
abſolutely filly. 


My brother 1s reſtored to per- 


fect felicity by the recovery of his 


lovely Charlotte, who is, in point 
of health, infinitely better than 


could have been expected in ſo ſhort 


a time; but for her ſpirits, they, 
my dear Harriot, . have received a 
ſhock, from which, I am much a- 


fraid, they never can recover, while 
memory laſts. No, it is not in na- 
ture to be expected. 1. 


Adieu. 
L, . 
L E T- 
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LETTER XXHI. 
From- and to the ſame. | 


Marſeilles, April 3. 


\ T length, thank heaven, 
there is an end to all our 

perils and dangers by ſea, except 
croſſing from Calais to Dover; 
which I am now ſo good a ſailor 
as to look upon as a mere trifle. 


Did you. ever believe, my dear 


friend, it would come. to this ? 
Nothing like practice: it_is-cer-- 
tain J did not. Yet I now be- 
hold the mounting waves, and 


hear the bluſtering winds with a 


16 degree 
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degree of compoſure that would 
aſtoniſn you. Not that I would 


return the way we came for worlds, 
courageous as I am. I have had 


quite enough of it to ſatisfy my 
inclination. As much travelling 
by land as you pleaſe : to that I 
never had any objections ; but for 


che ſea, I moft willingly leave it 


to thoſe who may chance to give 
it the preference. 
After a voyage as A as 


any voyage can be, we arrived 


here laſt Monday, having in our 


way taken a view of Minorca, an- 


other military ſettlement, where 


Ladies are ſtill more ſcarce than at 
Gibraltar. We ftaid only two 
days; <onſequeritly I can ſay but 


—” FEET 
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litle about it, I. muſt, however, 


confeſs, 
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confeſs, the ſhort trial I made did 
not inſpire me with any violent in- 
clination to prolong our viſit. Not 
but we met with the moſt obliging 
attention from the Governor, as 
well as from every officer in the 
place: but there appears to me a 
dulneſs, a total want of ſociety, 
which muſt, I think, render it, to 
thoſe obliged to reſide there any 
conſiderable time, exceedingly diſ- 
agreeable and tireſome. How thoſe 
accuſtomed to live in, or near 
London, nay, indeed, in any part 
of England, can make a ſhift to 
diſpoſe of their time there, with 
any degree of pleaſure, is to me 
aſtoniſning. The climate too, 
they tell me, excluſive of the ex- 
ceſſive heat, is none of the beſt; 

the 
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the inhabitants, in general, being 


ſubject to agues; to which, how- 
ever, they are ſo much accuſtom- 


ed, that they ſpeak of that diſor- 


der as of a mere trifle: ſo true it 


is, that cuſtom becomes a ſecond 
nature. There the women, by 


their unaccountable dreſs, diſguiſe 
themſelves ſtill more than either at 
Liſbon or Gibraltar: there is no 
deſcribing it; I therefore encloſe 
you half a dozen figures of them 


and their beaux, drawn by an old 
man who makes a ſhift to pick up 
a livelihood by this buſineſs, tho 
no firſt- rate draughtſman, as the 
aid. drawings will abundantly teſ- 


tify. Nothing is more ſurpriſing 


to me, than to obſerve the differ- 
ent ideas of beauty in different 


countries, 
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countries. There, at leaſt, they 
ſeem to have no taſte in the world 


for either grace or elegance; ſince 


no one part of their dreſs has the 
ſmalleſt pretenſions to either. Af- 
ter being ſo long accuſtomed to ſee 
theſe kind of inanimate figures, 
you cannot wonder that I ſhould 
think every French woman I ſaw, 
on our firſt landing amongſt them, 
abſolute beauties. So eaſy, ſo de- 
gagee, ſo lively, ſo chatty; in 
fine, ſo exactly the reverſe of the 
formal ceremonious Portugueſe, 
that I was, and indeed ſtill am, 
quite delighted with them. Here, 
too, I am able to judge of their 


internal, as well as external quali- 


ties, being miſtreſs of their lan- 
guage, which was not the caſe be- 
| fore 3 
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fore; no ſmall mortification to 


one ſo great an enemy to ſilence as 
Iam. I often think what a pretty 
ſituation I ſhould have been in, 


had we met with no Engliſh people 


in Portugal : I ſhould, no doubt, 
long ere now have totally Toft the 
powerof ſpeech forwant of practice. 
Y: et, it is ſaid, a woman would ra- 
ther talk to herfelf, than not talk at 
all: this is the character given us by 


the men; but I deny the charge, 


having in general found them too 
nearly bordering on the other ex- 
treme. What ſay you, Harriot ? 
have you, my dear, never been in a 
circle where moſt of the females 


preſent have appeared at their very 


laſt gaſp, for want of ſomething 


to fay I have ſeen it a thouſand 


times, and with infinite pleaſure 
enjoyed 
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enjoyed their ſtupid diſtreſs. In 
ſuch a caſe, with what eagerneſs 
do the dear creatures fly to the 
card- table, in order to conceal, as 
much as poſſible, the blank which 
nature or education has unfortu- 
nately left in thoſe pretty heads, 
which they had taken ſo much 
pains to adorn without, though ſo 
cruelly neglected within! but 
when once ſeated there, adieu to 
all diſtinction; the wiſe and other- 
are all on a par. | 

"There are but few Engliſh fami- 
lies here, compared to the number 
ſettled at Lyſbon ; but the few we 
have met with are no leſs polite 
and obliging. The town I admire 
exceedingly. The ſtreets are in 
general broad, and- the houſes lof- 
ty, and well-finiſhed both within 


and 
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and without. The. hotel we are 
in 18 excellent, and well-furniſhed 
from top to bottom; moſt of the 
rooms being hung either with ſa- 
tin or damaſk. You will perhaps 
think the floors, which are of red 
brick, or kind of tile, not very 
| conſiſtent with that ſort of furni- 
ture; but it is in order to be cool 
during the ſummer : nor do they 
look ſo much amiſs, as you, no 
doubt, imagine, being in moſt 
houſes rubbed with wax 
bruſhes, till they are ſo ſmooth and 
. well-poliſhed, that to us, who are 
accuſtomed to carpets, it is no eaſy 
matter to keep our feet from 
fliding on them. 

We were laſt night TRY a b_ 
party, ſome French, ſome Engliſh, 

vid . 
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at the Comedy, and exceedingly 
well entertained. A crowded 
houſe, and many very handfome 
women, as well as men. The 


former would have been ſtill more 
ſo, had they been leſs extravagant 


in the article of rouge. | find 


| ſcarlet cheeks are not confined 


wholly to Paris : there were ſome 
actually bordering upon crimſon. 
Various are the ideas of beauty, 
as I ſaid before. Our delicate 


Charlotte and my Ladyſhip look- 
ed, I preſume, like a pair of 


drooping lilies in this garden of 
damaſk-roſes.—I hope you agree 
with me, that the former is the 
more elegant flower of the two. _ 
To-night we are engaged to a 
rout, where I ſuppoſe the contraſt 
Wk att will 
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will be ſtill greater, as the Ladies 
will be in full dreſs. What fay 
you, my dear? Would you adviſe 
me to lay out a trifle for this fa- 
ſhionable article? or do you think 
J may venture to expoſe my naked 
face without a bluſh ?—Yet bluſh, 
Harriot, I certainly ſhall, ſhould 
any ereatures preſume to caſt their 
eyes—not on my face, my dear, 
but—on my ſhape. — Ah, ſince 
you was born, you never ' beheld 
any one ſo utterly ruined! Juſt 
at a'time, too, when every living 
creature, fat or lean, young or 
old, 1s lacing herfelf up as tight as 
a drum !—A fine figure I ſhall 
now cut amongſt you, thus hor- 
Tidly out of faſhion'!—No, no, do 
not marry, Harriot.—After all, it 
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is abominably mortifying.— My 
Lord, truly, tells me, I never 
looked ſo ſtrikingly graceful ſince 
] was born.—It may be ſo.—But 
let him ſay what he pleaſes, by 
way of pleaſing we—for that 1 
preſume is the literal meaning of 
his compliment—I am poſitive, if 


I had not been filly enough to | 


marry, I ſhould never have been 
im this vile ſcrape. 

Adieu.—I muſt dreſs for the 
ſaid rout, and do the beſt I can 
to make a decent appearance. 1 
intend to bury my ſhame in an 
immenſe hoop, and flowing neg/e- 
gee, —Adieu, I ſay, that I may ſet 
_——_—” 

I am not ſure whether I ſhall 
write to you again from hence, or 

A 4 wait 
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wait till we arrive at Paris. Yet 
that will be an age, unleſs we could 
poſt as expeditiouſly here as in 
England ; which 1s not exactly the 
caſe ; neither, I ſuppoſe, ſhould I 


be ſuffered to fly with ſuch agree- 
able rapidity, if we could. —See 


what it is, my dear! Yet, Har- 
riot, if you love me, and are not 
yet fettered, notwithſtanding my 
former advice, put on your chains 
as faſt as you can, to keep me in 
countenance. 


Vours, 


n C. GRANVILLE. 


L E T- 
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LETTER XXIV. 
From and to the ſame. 


Lyons, April 13. 


Els is allowed to be one of 
the fineft towns in France, 
both for the ſituation and the ele- 


there is one ſquare ſuperior to any 
we have in London, which I think 
is ſaying all that can be ſaid in its 


praiſe, There are many other 
things deſerving the attention of 


ſtrangers, but of which, however, 
I do not mean to trouble either you 


I being 


gance of its buildings. It is certain 


or myſelf with a deſcription, that 
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being already done by a variety of 
different authors, with more pre- 
ciſion than I pretend to be miſtreſs 
of. 

We have this morning been ma- 
keing a tour amongſt the mercers. 
After this, I fancy, it will be need- 
leſs to tell you we have made a 
pretty conſiderable addition to our 
wardrobe. It was utterly impoſſible 
to reſiſt the temptations thoſe polite 
gentry threw in ones way: not 
that I think the ſhopkeepers in any 
place, I have yet ſeen abroad, take 
ſo much. pains. to draw one into 
ſcrapes of this kind, as ours do in 
England. They ſeem to have very 
little idea of ſetting off their ſhops 
to advantage, by which means peo- 
ple are very ſeldom tempted to lay 

out 


th 
of 
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out their money, unleſs they go 
abroad for that purpoſe. In Lon- 
don, on the contrary, half the 
money we ſquander away is owe- 
ing to the diſplay of finery one ſees 
in every window : — Taviſtock- 
ſtreet, for inſtance. What female, 
if miſtreſs of a ſingle guinea, can 
poſſibly paſs there, and return home 
with it in her pocket? If ſuch an 
one exiſts ſhe muſt indeed be indu- 
ed with an uncommon ſhare either 
of fortitude, ſtupidity, or want of 
taſte. Huſbands, I preſume, would 
be indifferent which, ſo their help- 
mates had but a competent portion 
of any one of them. 

My Lord and Sir William 2 
themſelves exceedingly with the idea 
of our being robbed of our treaſure 

Vor. I. = by 
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: by the Cuſtom-houſe officers. One Ga 
they particularly mention who has _ 
rendered himſelf famous by his ex- 15 
Ploits in rhis way, ſparing neither at 
ſex nor age, young nor old: even ſo 
beauty is no ſecurity againſt his do 
indefatigable diligence. I am not eq 
quite clear that We ought to con- h 
demn the fellow for it, - ſince, .in or 
fact, he does no more than his 4 
duty requires. Vet, I confeſs, he * 
would be more in my good graces, po 
would he, when I happen to paſs th 
by his den, be a little remiſs in his abs 
| buſineſs. - I ſhall be horridly mor- thi 
i tified. I; own, | ſhould he preſume to ha 
Ul! diſcompoſe even my baggage, how pa 
1 much more ſo then were he to rob the 
0 me of all my finery?— Sharp, Smol- as 
I! let, and many others, have already * 
ll! v4] A ,{ , md 
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ſaid ſo much on the ſubject of travell- 


ing poſt in France, that I, who 
ſcorn to be a mere repeater of facts 
at ſecond hand, ſhall only juſt ob- 
ſerve that, were we to drive to our 
door in Groſvenor- ſquare in the 
equipage we figure in at preſent, we 
ſhould vie with the dancing bears, 
or any other of thoſe agreeable no- 
velties, for the croud which would 
undoubtedly gather round us. The 
carriages are indeed our own, but 
the horſes, harneſs, and poſtillions, 
are a la mode de France. The horſes 
the leaneſt jades you ever ſaw, the 
harneſs” : compoſed”: of [ropes and 
packthreadtied 1na thouſand knots, 
the number of which are obliged to 


be increaſed every moment; as they 


are . Gt the poſtil- 
5 K 2 lions, 


196 He 1s Found Ar LasT. 

lions, no doubt, were by nature, 
though they are otherwiſe diſpoſed 
of, deſigned for dragoons, being in 
generall ſix foot high, and as often 
old enough for generals.—Think 


what a contraſt between theſe and 


ours. in England! Then their boots! 
hut thoſe, Harriot, you muſt po- 
ſitively ſee ere you can have the 
ſmalleſt idea of them.— Were the 
fire buckets which decorate your 
old hall in the country a little taller, 
I know no machine they more re- 
ſemble: however, they certainly 

have their uſe, for when their hor- 
 fesfall, which is but too frequently 
the caſe, they have only to draw 
forth their legs and leave their boots 
hanging to the faddle, thus ſecure- 


ing themſelves from all manner of 
0 danger. 
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danger. When they make an at- 
tempt to walk a few ſteps with 
them, they- never fail to-put me in 
mind of that memorable hiftory in 
the Fairy Tales, of the giant with 
his ſeven league boots, which you 
and I, my dear, have formerly 
read with no ſmall pleaſure, and no 
doubt very great edification.— 
This letter too, which I am juſt 
going to put an end to, will, I 
flatter myſelf, afford. you. no leſs of 
both. 

Adieu. In about amonth L hope 
to tell you in perſon, how very 
ſincerely I am yours. „ 


P. S. Remember I expect to 
find an epiſtle from you, waiting for 
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LETTER, XXY. 


From and to the ſame. 
Paris, April 26. 
T length, my dear Harriot, 
after a very agreeable jchr- 


ney, in the courſe of which T have 


ſeen a thouſand of the moſtroman- 
tic ſcenes you can poſſibly conceive, 


we are ſafely arrived at this cele- 


brated city, and have taken up our 


abode at the Hotel de Treville pros 


le Luxembourg, where we have a 
very elegant ſet of apartments, 
which are no leſs convenient than 


elegant. The ſtreet too, we are 
told, is one of the beſt in Paris. 


If 
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If ſo, bad indeed, is that beſt, 


when compared to thoſe” we are 
accuſtomed to ſee in every part of 


London.—But, before I proceed, 
let me thank you for your charm- 
ing packet, the contents of which 
have given me infinite pleaſure. I 
beg you will offer my beſt reſpects 
to Sir George, and aſſure him, 
ſince you have declared his felicity 


muſt depend on my ſpeedy return | 
to England, he may flatter himſelf 


that it is at no great diſtance. We 


did not propoſe ſtaying here above 


a fortnight or three weeks at moſt, 


but having ſuch an inducement to 


haſten our departure, half that 


time ſhall ſerve our purpoſe. In 


ten days, then, my dear girl may 
K 1 expect 
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expect to ſee us in London ready 
to attend her commands, ſo get 
every thing in order for the ſolemn 
ceremony, nor flatter yourſelf with 
hopes of any farther delays. You 
have already had- your ſhare of 
flirtation, it is time you ſhould 
now become a ſober, ſedate wife like 
myſelf.. For my part, I look back 
with. the utmoſt contempt. to my 
inſignificant days of coquetry, when 


E compare. them to the important 


figure I make at preſent. I hope 
you, my, dear, are prepared to be- 
hold me in the ſame reſpectful 
light; but whether or not, I am ſen- 
ſible my noble figure muſt com- 
mand it—Ah my dear— but no 
more ahs.— Since I am got into 
the ſcrape, I muſt een get out of 

2 
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it the beſt way I can.—Well, but 


about this ſame Paris, of which we 
hear ſuch wonderful ſtories from 
many of thoſe ſilly ſouls in England 
who have had the felicity of ſpend- 
ing a few thouſands in it, and who 
on that account think themſelves 
intitled. to ſo many airs and: gra- 
ces. Why, really my dear, I can- 


not for my life, find out the reaſon, 
of their talking of it in, ſuch vio- 


lent raptures, ſince, to ſpeak of it 
merely as a city, it is no more to 
compare with London, than Saint 
Paul's is to your pariſh church. 
High. houſes and narrow ſtreets, 
in which the ſun ſcarce ever makes 
its appearance, make it al- 
moſt an age before the latter are 


dry, after a ſhower of rain. In 


K 5 winter 
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winter they muſt be intolerable. 


It is true theſe are trifling inconve- 


niencies to thoſe who are born to 
affluence, ſince they are in general 
taught to look upon walking as a 
piece of vulgarity beneath the cha- 
racter of people of rank, and con- 
trived merely for the benefit of 
thoſe inſignificant beings who have 
no other reſource. But how few 
are there of the former, compared 


to the latter, in every part of the 


world! To theſe, I ſay, the ſtreets 
are on many accounts intolerable: 


every moment they are in danger 


of being killed by the carriages of 


thoſe who behold, with the moſt 
mortifying indifference, whatever 
accidents they oceaſion, as things 


mM n and to which the poor 


lt. 
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ought, no doubt, to ſubmit with- 


out repining, ſince they have in re- 


turn the pleaſure of gazing at 
thoſe pompous equipages which 
give ſuch an air of gaiety and ſplen- 
dor to all around them: an ample 
recompence this, Harriot, for bro- 
ken bones! Then their manner of 


lighting their ſtreets, how far in- 


ferior to ours! But they will, no 
doubt, in a ſhort time follow the 
bright example we have ſet them, 
(excuſe the pun) as well in this 
particular as they are now doing 
in many others. Our carriages; 
for inſtance ; it is quite the tn at 
preſent to have them a 7 Anglos.. 
Beef- ſteaks too are become a 
favourite diſh at every elegant table, 
Our plumb-pudding will no doubt 
K 6 make 
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make its appearance amongſt them 
next. It is full time, I tell them, 
to pay us a compliment of this na- 
ture, as we have long taken them 
for our models in many things no 
leſs important than either of the 
above articles. 

Though ſome noblemen, and 
other families of fortune have moſt 
ſuperb houſes here, far ſuperior in- 
deed to many of our royal palaces, 
yet they add very little to the beauty 
of the town, by reaſon of their be- 
ing incloſed by high walls. This 
tis certain carries an air of grandeur 
in it, yet, in regard to the appear- 


ance of the ſtreets, it has the con- 


trary effect, as they not only look 
dull, but exceedingly irregular. 


Many 
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Many of the publick buildings 
are magnificent beyond conception. 
Of the palaces, you, Harriot, who 


have only been accuſtomed to St. 


James' s, can have no idea. Ver- 


ſailles is a perfect city. Fontambleau 


anotlier of. an athmenſe extent, 
though a cottage compared to the 
other. The gardens, however, of 
the latter, look as if worked in the 
tambour. The gravel walks ſo nar- 
row, ſo twiſted and turned, and all 
edged with. a little border of box, 
which to me appeared like chenille 
trimming. This, I confeſs, is 
rather an odd kind of thought, but 
it 1s certain 1t was the firſt that 
ſtruck my fancy, on ſeeing them at 
a little diſtance. The foreſt is no- 
ble and makes a ſtriking appear- 
ance, bein g ſurrounded on all ſides 


with 
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with an amazing chain of rocks, 
which one would imagine had been 
placed there by way of fence, could 
one alſo imagine the poſſibility of 
ſuch an undertaking, but if ſo, it 
muſt have been the work of giants, 
and not the puny mortals of theſe 
latter ages. I had the curioſity to 
aſk the Swiſs, who is appointed to 
ſhow the apartments, how many 
rooms he thought there might be, 
not dreaming that he could exactly 
tell the number. Two thouſand 


« five hundred, and forty,” replied 


he, in which we can make fires, 
« beſides cloſets.” Pretty well this 


for a hunting-ſeat, Harriot; for in 
no other light does the King look 


upon 1t, nor does he uſe it for any 
other purpoſe. 


Adieu. 
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Adieu.—I am going to dreſs for 
the Opera. Perhaps you may not 
hear frommeagain, unleſs I happen 
to have a leiſure hour at Calais. 
Here, I find, that will be impoſſi- 
ble, as we are engaged from morn- 
ing till night, with mantuamakers, 
milleners, and a thouſand other 


matters of the like importance. 


Yours ever, 


C. GRANVILLE. 


} 


L E T- 


1 


208 HE 1s Found AT LAST. 


LET T ER XXVI. 


From and to the ſame. 


7 55 May 10. 


NE Las, Has not, and but 

one, juſt to tell you we are 
on the point of embarking for Eng- 
land. It is poſſible we may be 
with you as ſoon as this, as it will 
only have theſtartof us a few hours, 
the packet by which I ſend it being 
to ſail immediately. We found it 
neceſſary to reſt a day after our 
journey, though it has been a very 
agreeable one, but I am every mo- 


ment a worſe and worſe traveller; 
i ſo 


— 
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ſo that practice, you ſee, my dear, 
has no effect on me, whatever it may 
have on others. You will have the 
pleaſure to find our lovely Char- 
lotte reſtored to all her former 
bloom.—But I forget, you never 
yet beheld that amiable fiſter. — 
Prepare to love her, Harnot, for 
the ſake of your favourite Sir Wil- 
liam, if not for her own. We are 
all impatience to be with you, in 
order to transform you into one 
of us.—Apropos, my dear; re- 
member I beſpeak you for a god- 
mother to my little Julia.—You 
are poſitive then, you cry, that it 
is to be a girl To be ſure, child: 
did we not always ſettle that matter 
that we might introduce amongſt 
us that favourite name? I ſhall be 


horridly 
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horridly diſappointed ſhould the 
ſaid Julia prove a boy.— Ah, I be- 
lieve I ſhall adore the little angel 
be what it will. My Lord, I already 
foreſee, will utterly ruin it. He 
would, ere now, have ſpoiled me 

to all intents and purpoſes, had I 
not been a downright prodigy. I 
tell him ſo every moment, but find | 
him incorigible.— Adieu. 


Yours, 


C. GRANVILLE. 


LE 
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| 5 E T T E R XXVII. 


From and to the ſame. 


Dover May 12. 


\HANK heaven, my dear 
Harriot, our travels are now 
very near at an end: at leaſt I am 
truly rejoiced that I have done with 
the ſea. Would you believe it, my 
dear? I have ſuffered more from 
this laſt trifling voyage,: than I did 
during all the others. One is fo 
abominably ſtifled for want of room 
and air in thoſe vile packets, that 
there is no enduring them. I abſo- 
lately thought I ſhould have died : 
| and 


- 
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and to mend the matter we were no 
leſs than ten hours on board.— 
Thank heaven, I ſay, tis over, and 
I am once more ſafe on dry land. 
There's nothing like. it, I give you 
my honour, let ſailors extol their 
element as they pleaſe. 

I hope you are ready to march 
to church at the word of command. 
Remember I have no time to loſe, 
nor is London a place to make any 

ſtay in at this ſeaſon. Tell Sir 
George we all make a point of hav- 
ing his, and of courſe your lady- 
ſhip's company with us to Roſe- 
hill, for at leaſt one month, as it 
will take that time, let us make 
what haſte we can, to give you a 
proper hiſtory of all our adventures: 
ſo pray tell him, I ſay, he muſt at 
| all 
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all events determine to oblige us. 
We ſhall be in town the day after 
tomorrow, 'the next we will accom- 
pany you to St. George's church, 
repeat a few magical words there, 
and, if you have no objections, ſet 
off the following day for our ſweet 
manſion in the country. This is 
our plan, which we unanimouſly 


truſt you will be too polite to diſ- 
concert. 


C. GRANVILLE. 


L E T- 
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LETTER XXVII. 


7 5 1 . — 
| T1 
: * 


Lord GRAnvLLE to CHARLES 
- STANLEY, Eſq.” 


Roſe-hil. 
Dear STANLEY, 
T Wiſh you could oblige me with 
your company for a month or 
two in Yorkſhire, as I intend mak- 
ing ſome conſiderable alterations 
both in my houſe and gardens, and 
want your advice, as I know you 
to be a man of taſte. You cannot 
refuſe my requeſt after ſo fine a 
compliment, Charles, ſo I depend 
upon ſeeing you there the beginning 
of next month, till when we have 


5s [ 2 pro- 
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promiſed to remain with my ſiſter, 
who, though perfectly recovered in 
her health by our excurſion, is ne- 
vertheleſs agood deal ſhocked at pre- 
ent by her return to this place, the 
ſight of which has produced a very 
unhappy effect upon her ſpirits. 


Wo had found it no eaſy matter to 


baniſh in anydegree from her memo- 
ry the loſs of her darling boy, a 
loſs which, I confeſs, has ſhocked 
as well as aſtoniſhed me beyond 
expreſſion, but which, you may 
believe, I endeavoured, as far as 
poſſible, to conceal from her. We 
flattered ourſelves that time had 
tolerably reebnciled her to her 
misfortune ; but ſhe meets with ſo 
many things here to revive the 


mlancholy idea, that I fear all our 
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paſt endeavours to conſole her, will, 
by this means, be rendered abſo- 
lutely fruitleſs. It is certainly a 
moſt extraordinary affair, and no 
leſs ſo that, in ſpite of all our en- 
quiries, we have never yet been 
able ta gain the ſmalleſt intelligence 


likely to lead us to a diſcovery ſo 


neceſſary to our tranquillity. The 


mother of young Selby, who now 


with too much reaſon. looks upon 
her ſon as heir to the Beverly eſtate, 
has, ſince our return to England, 


wrote to Sir William and me on 


the ſubject. I am pleaſed with her 
delicacy, in not addrefling her let- 
ter to my dear Charlotte, as I am 
convinced a ſhock of that nature 
would have killed her. That he 


muſt have it is moſt certain; if my 


2 nephew 
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nephew is really dead, which we 
have tom much reaſon to appre- 
hend: but hie is at preſent; a boy, 
and conſequently cannot, for many 
years, take poſſeſſion of it, ſup- 
poſing that misfortune were cleared 
from all poſſible doubt. 

My charming £44 i with * 
truſt; in a ſhort time make me the 
happieſt father in the world, as ſhe 
has already made me the happieſt 
huſband. | Charles, you never be- 
held fo fine a figure as ſhe makes 
in her preſent ſituation. I. forget 
what is that ſays, a fine Woman, 
in that condition, is the moſt a- 
greeable ſight it is poſſible for 
nature to produce. I am per- 
fectly of that opinion: ſo, if vou 
nu a mind-to determine the point, 

. come 


. 
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come and ſee her before ſhe is re- 
ſtored: to her former elegance of 
ſhape and air; the loſs of which 
ſhe moſt pathetically laments, de- 
elaring ſheis now an abſolute fright. 
As an "inducement for you to oblige 
me, I give-you my word I will ac- 
company you to the races at York, 


and hope my Caroline will by that 


time be able to be of our party. 
Sir William too, and my ſiſter, 
have alſo promiſed to meet us there. 
Perhaps at that gay meeting you, 
Charles, may chance to find your 
heart inclined to follow: our ſober 
example. There is generally a 
pretty aſſortment of females aſſem- 
bled on that occaſion. ; What ſay 
you? I truſt you have made no 
raſh vows againſt the holy ftate. 
A Believe 
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Believe me, who have now tried it 


for many months, it is the only one 
which can afford a man of ſenſe 
that degree of felicity which we 
are all in ſearch of. We have at 
preſent with us a new-wedded pair, 


who will without heſitation ſub- 
ſcribe to this opinion: the bride is 


the boſom- friend of my Caroline, 


and who made a point of waiting 


our return to England before ſhe 
would give away her hand, as ſhe 


had ever declared her friend ſhould 
attend her on that occaſion; which 


ſne did accordingly, a few days 
after our arrival, on condition ſhe 


ſhould accompany us to this place. 


Sir George Craven, whom you muſt 
have ſeen, is the happy man, and 
L believe extremely deſerving the 
L 2 felicity 
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nay" ſhe has conferred upon 
him. Na 

Were met t for thin melancholy 
with which my poor Charlotte is 
but too often oppreſſed, in- ſpite 
of all our endeavours to amule her, 
we ſhonld be the happieſt, ſet of 
mortals you ever beheld. No leſs 
than three huſbands in one houſe, 
who all declare in favour of ma- 
trimony: yet two of the three 
have been fettered near a twelve- 
month. Incredible this, Charles 


yet true upon my honour. I wiſh 
I could prevail upon you to make 
up the even number four. This 
day month then I challenge you to 
meet me, at-Granville;abbey-: re- 


fuſe it at Jour peril. My Caro- 


* bids. me tell . you the hag heard 
WIC 
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ſo many fine things ſaid in your 
praiſe, that ſhe has the moſt ar- 


dent deſire to ſee you, that ſhe may 


herſelf judge whether you deſerve 
them, or whether it is merely the 
partiality of friendſhip, which has 


beſtowed upon you thoſe enco- 
miums. Remember, Charles, La- 
dies in her condition have an un- 
doubted right to be indulged in e- 
very requeſt they think proper to 


make, however extravagant or ex- 
traordinary. It is not in the leaſt 
degree ſo that ſhe ſhould wiſh to 


be more intimately acquainted with 


one for whom ſhe knows I have 


» the moſt fincere eſteem. 
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To the Country Bookſellers. 

HERE As, from our having refuſed 
to let Mr. BALDpwIx, the Publiſher of 
the London Magazine, have any more of our 
Books, till a reaſonable Satisfaction is made o 
us, by retracting an impudent Falſhood, aſſerted 
in his Magazine for December, 1772, relative to 
two Novels we publiſhed; under the Titleß of 
Tux Way To Logs Him, and The Way To 
PlEASR Him (See our APPEAL to the PuBLiIC, 
annexed to the SELF-Dectiy'n; or, Tas ,H1- 
STORY or Loxp Byron) we have ſufficient 
Reaſon to believe, that Orders coming from the 
Country directed to him, and perhaps, others 
his Colleagues, will not be complied with, and 
various malicious and falſe Pretences aſſigned for 
ſo doing; We hereby acquaint all C _Deal- 
ers and others, That, by ſending their Orders to 
either of our Shops, they will be immediately 
ſupplied at the Londen Prices with any Books of our 
un printing, on paying ready Money for the fame. 


And that thoſe who take 25 Volumes or more of 


different Sorts, will have the ſame Allowancy as is 

uſually made for the ſame Number, when only one 

Sort is taken; by which there will be a Saving 

to the Buyer of 21 than © fourteen per Cent. 
IE 33 


F. NozL, 
J. Noni. 
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